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Looks at narrative in the history of ayurvedic medical literature and the perspectives on illness and
patienthood that emerge.

In ayurvedic medical practice, the ways in which and the reasons why people become ill are often explained
with stories. This book explores the forms and functions of narrative in ?yurveda, India’s classical medical
system. Looking at narratives concerning fever, miscarriage, and the so-called king’s disease, Anthony
Cerulli examines how the medical narrative shifts from clinical to narrative discourse and how stories from
religious and philosophical texts are adapted to the medical framework. Cerulli discusses the ethics of illness
that emerge and offers a genealogy of patienthood in Indian cultural history. Using Sanskrit medical sources,
the book excavates the role, and ultimately the centrality, of Hindu religious thought and practice to the
development of Indian medicine in the classical era up to the eve of British colonialism. In addition to its
cultural and historical contributions to South Asian Studies, the medical narratives discussed in the book
contribute fresh perspectives on medicine and ethics in general and, in particular, notions of health and
illness.

“Somatic Lessons adds considerably to our understanding of ?yurveda … the extensive narrative sections of
the texts that are Cerulli’s primary concern have been consistently undervalued in the scholarly record.
Cerulli demonstrates the decisive importance of these narrative sections in not only providing a cultural and
religious backdrop to these texts, but in showing how they actively regulate the entire system and are
important in themselves. This book is highly original in concept and delivery, and intelligently addresses an
important area of Indian medical and cultural history.” — Frederick M. Smith, coeditor of Modern and
Global ?yurveda: Pluralism and Paradigms

“Somatic Lessons is one of the most engaging pieces of scholarship that I have read in recent years. It is well
written, clear, and illuminating. The work is a most important piece of scholarship in studies of Sanskrit
medical literature and its relationship to Sanskrit brahmanical literature and is almost certain to create much
discussion in various academic circles.” — Kenneth Zysk, author of Religious Medicine: The History and
Evolution of Indian Medicine
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From reader reviews:

Brenda Taylor:

This Somatic Lessons: Narrating Patienthood and Illness in Indian Medical Literature (SUNY series in
Hindu Studies) book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The
benefit you obtain by reading this book is actually information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will
get details which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Somatic Lessons:
Narrating Patienthood and Illness in Indian Medical Literature (SUNY series in Hindu Studies) without we
understand teach the one who looking at it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't always be
worry Somatic Lessons: Narrating Patienthood and Illness in Indian Medical Literature (SUNY series in
Hindu Studies) can bring any time you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' become full
because you can have it with your lovely laptop even telephone. This Somatic Lessons: Narrating
Patienthood and Illness in Indian Medical Literature (SUNY series in Hindu Studies) having very good
arrangement in word and layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Stanley Torres:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era just where everything reachable by interact with the internet
and the resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot
more to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Looking
at a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this Somatic Lessons: Narrating
Patienthood and Illness in Indian Medical Literature (SUNY series in Hindu Studies) book since this book
offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred % guarantees there is no
doubt in it you may already know.

Billy Smith:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you need
to do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the books
in the top collection in your reading list is usually Somatic Lessons: Narrating Patienthood and Illness in
Indian Medical Literature (SUNY series in Hindu Studies). This book that is certainly qualified as The
Hungry Inclines can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking upward and review this
publication you can get many advantages.

Melissa Broussard:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt this when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book Somatic Lessons: Narrating Patienthood
and Illness in Indian Medical Literature (SUNY series in Hindu Studies) to make your personal reading is
interesting. Your own personal skill of reading ability is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose



simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the impression about book and looking at especially. It
is to be initial opinion for you to like to open up a book and read it. Beside that the reserve Somatic Lessons:
Narrating Patienthood and Illness in Indian Medical Literature (SUNY series in Hindu Studies) can to be a
newly purchased friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of the
time.
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