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In the thirty years after World War II, American intellectual and artistic life changed as dramatically as did
the rest of society. Gone were the rebellious lions of modernism—Joyce, Picasso, Stravinsky—and nearing
exhaustion were those who took up their mantle as abstract expressionism gave way to pop art, and the
barren formalism associated with the so-called high modernists wilted before the hothouse cultural brew of
the 1960s. According to conventional thinking, it was around this time that postmodernism with its
characteristic skepticism and relativism was born.

In Late Modernism, historian Robert Genter remaps the landscape of American modernism in the early
decades of the Cold War, tracing the combative debate among artists, writers, and intellectuals over the
nature of the aesthetic form in an age of mass politics and mass culture. Dispensing with traditional
narratives that present this moment as marking the exhaustion of modernism, Genter argues instead that the
1950s were the apogee of the movement, as American practitioners—abstract expressionists, Beat poets,
formalist critics, color-field painters, and critical theorists, among others—debated the relationship between
form and content, tradition and innovation, aesthetics and politics. In this compelling work of intellectual and
cultural history Genter presents an invigorated tradition of late modernism, centered on the work of Kenneth
Burke, Ralph Ellison, C. Wright Mills, David Riesman, Jasper Johns, Norman Brown, and James Baldwin, a
tradition that overcame the conservative and reactionary politics of competing modernist practitioners and
paved the way for the postmodern turn of the 1960s.
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From reader reviews:

Christina Evert:

The reason why? Because this Late Modernism: Art, Culture, and Politics in Cold War America (The Arts
and Intellectual Life in Modern America) is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for
you to snap the item but latter it will distress you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book close to it
was fantastic author who else write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside easier to
understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating
having this any more or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of advantages than the
other book possess such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking means. So , still want to
postpone having that book? If I were being you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Maria Casillas:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you go
through a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms
of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, as well
as soon. The Late Modernism: Art, Culture, and Politics in Cold War America (The Arts and Intellectual
Life in Modern America) will give you a new experience in looking at a book.

Dale Moore:

You may get this Late Modernism: Art, Culture, and Politics in Cold War America (The Arts and Intellectual
Life in Modern America) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve
issue if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by simply written
or printed but can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking by
your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information
about your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's
try to choose correct ways for you.

Ethel Swafford:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose the book Late Modernism: Art, Culture, and Politics in Cold
War America (The Arts and Intellectual Life in Modern America) to make your reading is interesting. Your
own personal skill of reading ability is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose very simple
book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the impression about book and reading especially. It is to be
initial opinion for you to like to start a book and learn it. Beside that the e-book Late Modernism: Art,
Culture, and Politics in Cold War America (The Arts and Intellectual Life in Modern America) can to be



your brand new friend when you're feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of the time.
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