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Should laws about sex and pornography be based on social conventions about what is disgusting? Should
felons be required to display bumper stickers or wear T-shirts that announce their crimes? This powerful and
elegantly written book, by one of America's most influential philosophers, presents a critique of the role that
shame and disgust play in our individual and social lives and, in particular, in the law.

Martha Nussbaum argues that we should be wary of these emotions because they are associated in troubling
ways with a desire to hide from our humanity, embodying an unrealistic and sometimes pathological wish to
be invulnerable. Nussbaum argues that the thought-content of disgust embodies "magical ideas of
contamination, and impossible aspirations to purity that are just not in line with human life as we know it."
She argues that disgust should never be the basis for criminalizing an act, or play either the aggravating or
the mitigating role in criminal law it currently does. She writes that we should be similarly suspicious of
what she calls "primitive shame," a shame "at the very fact of human imperfection," and she is harshly
critical of the role that such shame plays in certain punishments.

Drawing on an extraordinarily rich variety of philosophical, psychological, and historical references--from
Aristotle and Freud to Nazi ideas about purity--and on legal examples as diverse as the trials of Oscar Wilde
and the Martha Stewart insider trading case, this is a major work of legal and moral philosophy.
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From reader reviews:

James Brecht:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If
you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have spare time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They should answer that
question simply because just their can do this. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes,
it is suitable. Because start from on guardería until university need this specific Hiding from Humanity:
Disgust, Shame, and the Law (Princeton Paperbacks) to read.

Viola Boucher:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Hiding from Humanity: Disgust, Shame,
and the Law (Princeton Paperbacks) book as this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the
info in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Walter Pressley:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This guide Hiding from Humanity: Disgust, Shame, and the Law (Princeton Paperbacks) was
filled regarding science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific research
competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big
benefit of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to
get book that you wanted.

Greg Butler:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. By book Hiding from Humanity: Disgust, Shame, and the Law (Princeton Paperbacks) we can take
more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? For being creative person must like to read a book. Just
simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this time book
Hiding from Humanity: Disgust, Shame, and the Law (Princeton Paperbacks). You can more pleasing than
now.
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