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Detroit in the 1960s was a city with a pulse: people were marching in step with Martin Luther King, Jr.,
dancing in the street with Martha and the Vandellas, and facing off with city police. Through it all, Motown
provided the beat. This book tells the story of Motown--as both musical style and entrepreneurial
phenomenon--and of itsintrinsic relationship to the politics and culture of Motor Town, USA.

As Suzanne Smith traces the evolution of Motown from a small record company firmly rooted in Detroit's
black community to an international music industry giant, she gives us a clear look at cultural politics at the
grassroots level. Here we see Motown's music not as the mere soundtrack for its historical moment but as an
active agent in the politics of the time. In this story, Motown Records had a distinct role to play in the city's
black community as that community articulated and promoted its own social, cultural, and political agendas.
Smith shows how these local agendas, which reflected the unique concerns of African Americansliving in
the urban North, both responded to and reconfigured the national civil rights campaign.

Against a background of events on the national scene--featuring Martin Luther King, Jr., Langston Hughes,
Nat King Cole, and Malcolm X--Dancing in the Street presents a vivid picture of the civil rights movement
in Detroit, with Motown at its heart. Thisisalively and vital history. It's peopled with a host of mgjor and
minor figuresin black poalitics, culture, and the arts, and full of the passions of amomentous era. It offersa
critical new perspective on the role of popular culture in the process of political change.
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From reader reviews:
Sylvia Johnson:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make these individual s survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea for awhile is reading.
That's why, by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this Dancing in the Street:
Motown and the Cultural Politics of Detroit book as nice and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book
is greater than just a book.

Michael Albright:

Typically the book Dancing in the Street: Motown and the Cultural Politics of Detroit will bring that you the
new experience of reading some sort of book. The author styleto elucidate the ideais very unique. In the
event you try to find new book you just read, this book very ideal to you. The book Dancing in the Street:
Motown and the Cultural Politics of Detroit is much recommended to you you just read. Y ou can aso get the
e-book from the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Sandra Forester:

Beside that Dancing in the Street: Motown and the Cultural Politics of Detroit in your phone, it can give you
away to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you might got
here is fresh from oven so don't end up being worry if you fed like an old people live in narrow town. Itis
good thing to have Dancing in the Street: Motown and the Cultural Politics of Detroit because this book
offers for you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you do not get what it's all about. Oh
come on, that will not happen if you have thisinside your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be
guestionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book and read
it from now!

Mary Scruggs:

Isit anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Dancing in the Street: Motown and the Cultural
Politics of Detroit can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. Y ou are therefore out of date,
spending your spare time by reading in this completely new erais common not a nerd activity. So what these
guides have than the others?
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