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The Beckham enigma continues. Since the publication of Cashmore's challenging social biography in 2003,
the working-class kid from the East L ondon has left Manchester and conquered the world. Undisputedly one
of the world's most famous men, Beckham has transcended sport to become an all-purpose cultural icon for
the twenty-first century.

What are the sources of Beckham's godlike status? Why does someone who |ooks good, but speaksin
platitudes and does little but play football, command the adulation of the planet? By dissecting hislife and
setting it in context of the age of celebrity, Cashmore argues that Beckham has been turned into a product, a
commodity that can be bought and sold like any other piece of merchandise. There is not just a person named
Beckham: there are countless Beckhams that exist independently of time and space, constructions of peoples
imaginations.

The second edition of Beckham updates the original's arguments, covering the events that have shaped the
Beckham phenomenon: the Flying Boot that symbolized the growing disguiet at Manchester United, the
replacement of hisfirst agents SFX with Simon Fuller (the creator of Pop Idol), the failed attempt to capture
aUS market, the growing presence of adidas, the sportswear giants, and the transfer saga that took Beckham
to Madrid - and his influence beyond.

Among the other features of the second edition are chapters on: Manchester United, the club that provided
Beckham with hisfirst showcase; Rupert Murdoch's takeover of British football; Beckham's ambiguous
sexual image and his gay following; the importance of Madonna in kick-starting the age of celebrity in which
Beckham prospered; Beckham's curious rel ationships with the legacy of Warhol.

Completely revised and updated, the new text emphasizes the often overlooked part played by Victoriain the
making of the icon and the guile with which she helped plan an enterprise that had no precedents.
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From reader reviews:
Andrew Drake;

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
by simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for awhileis
reading. Y es, by reading a guide your ability to survive boost then having chance to endure than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading any book, we give you this specific Beckham book as
starter and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Vickie Hintz:

Often the book Beckham will bring one to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to clarify
the ideais very unique. In the event you try to find new book you just read, this book very appropriate to
you. The book Beckham is much recommended to you you just read. Y ou can also get the e-book from the
official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Diane Gonzales;

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Beckham publication written by well-
known writer who knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who also read the book.
Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your current
hunger then you still skepticism Beckham as good book not merely by the cover but also by the content. This
isone publication that can break don't judge book by its cover, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense
to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening
to one more sixth sense.

Willie Alford:

In this particular erawhich isthe greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are
more special than other. Do you want to become among it? It isjust simple solution to have that. What you
arerelated isjust spending your time not much but quite enough to get alook at some books. One of several
books in the top checklist in your reading list is usually Beckham. This book that is qualified as The Hungry
Mountains can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking way up and review this guide you can
get many advantages.
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