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The subject of women as skilled workers in the eighteenth century is central to our understanding of the
history of work and technology in the preindustrial age. While recent scholarship has dispelled the notion
that women did not enter the workforce until the Industrial Revolution, debate continues as to the extent to
which women actually participated in skilled work in the preceding decades. This book draws upon
substantial archival research in Rouen, Lyon, and Paris to show that while the vast majority of working
women in eighteenth-century France labored at unskilled, low-paying jobs, it was not at all unusual for
women to be actively engaged in economic activities as workers, managers, and merchants. Some even
developed vertically integrated wholesale and retail businesses, while others became indispensable to
manufacturers through their technical skill. In fact, Hafter documents how certain women guild masters were
able to exploit the legal system to achieve considerable economic independence, power, wealth, and legal
parity with male masters. She also shows how gender politics complicated the day-to-day experience of these
working women.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Feist:

This book untitled Women at Work in Preindustrial France to be one of several books that best seller in this
year, this is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this
kind of book in the book shop or you can order it via online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too.
It makes you more readily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there
is no reason to you to past this e-book from your list.

Joseph Anderson:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you imagine the story
how the people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Women at Work in Preindustrial France, you could tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours
publication. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a book.

Bert Martinez:

Typically the book Women at Work in Preindustrial France has a lot associated with on it. So when you read
this book you can get a lot of help. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The author makes
some research before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can get the point easily after
reading this book.

Jessica Bowman:

Book is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen require book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As we know
those guides have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. Through the book Women at Work in Preindustrial France we can take more advantage. Don't one to
be creative people? To become creative person must want to read a book. Merely choose the best book that
suited with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with this book Women at Work in
Preindustrial France. You can more pleasing than now.
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