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Just after recording with John Coltrane in 1963, baritone singer Johnny Hartman (1923–1983) told a family
member that “something special” occurred in the studio that day. He was right – the album, containing
definitive readings of “Lush Life” and “My One and Only Love,” resides firmly in the realm of iconic;
forever enveloping listeners in the sounds of romance. In The Last Balladeer, author Gregg Akkerman
skillfully reveals not only the intimate details of that album but the life-long achievements and occasional
missteps of Hartman as an African-American artist dedicated to his craft.

This book carefully follows the journey of the Grammy-nominated vocalist from his big band origins with
Earl Hines and Dizzy Gillespie to featured soloist in prestigious supper clubs throughout the world. Through
exclusive interviews with Hartman’s family and fellow musicians (including Tony Bennett, Billy Taylor,
Kurt Elling, Jon Hendricks, and others), accounts from friends and associates, newly discovered recordings
and studio outtakes, and in-depth research on his career and personal life, Akkerman expertly recollects the
Hartman character as a gentleman, romantic, family man, and constant contributor to the jazz scene. From
his international concerts in Japan, Australia, and England to his steady presence as an American nightclub
singer that spanned five decades, Hartman personifies the “last balladeer” of his kind, singing with a
sentiment that captured the attention of Clint Eastwood, who brought Hartman’s songs to the masses in the
film The Bridges of Madison County.

In the first full-length biography and discography to chronicle the rhapsodic life and music of Johnny
Hartman, the author completes a previously missing dimension of vocal-jazz history by documenting
Hartman as the balladeer who crooned his way into so many hearts. Backed by impeccable research but
conveyed in a conversational style, this book will interest not only musicians and scholars but any fan of the
Great American Songbook and the singers who brought it to life.
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From reader reviews:

Eva Byrd:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
may update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming
to anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Last Balladeer: The Johnny Hartman
Story (Studies in Jazz) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves
what you want and wish in this era.

Susan Burroughs:

This The Last Balladeer: The Johnny Hartman Story (Studies in Jazz) tend to be reliable for you who want to
be described as a successful person, why. The reason why of this The Last Balladeer: The Johnny Hartman
Story (Studies in Jazz) can be one of several great books you must have is giving you more than just simple
examining food but feed you actually with information that perhaps will shock your previous knowledge.
This book is usually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in e-book and
printed ones. Beside that this The Last Balladeer: The Johnny Hartman Story (Studies in Jazz) giving you an
enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we realize
it useful in your day action. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Gary Kruse:

This book untitled The Last Balladeer: The Johnny Hartman Story (Studies in Jazz) to be one of several
books that best seller in this year, that's because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit on it.
You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book store or you can order it by using online. The publisher
in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this book in your
Cell phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this book from your list.

Belinda Fergerson:

This The Last Balladeer: The Johnny Hartman Story (Studies in Jazz) is brand-new way for you who has
curiosity to look for some information because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you upon
it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having bit of digest in reading this The Last
Balladeer: The Johnny Hartman Story (Studies in Jazz) can be the light food for you because the information
inside this specific book is easy to get through anyone. These books build itself in the form that is certainly
reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in reserve form make
them feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a publication
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss
the item! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and also knowledge.
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