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Imagine direct communication links between the human brain and machines, or tailored materials capable of
adapting by themselves to changing environmental conditions, or computer chips and environmental sensors
embedded into everyday clothing, or medical technologies that eliminate currently untreatable conditions
such as blindness and paralysis. Now imagine all of these developments occurring at the same time. Far-
fetched?

Not So. These are actually the reasonable predictions of scientists attempting to forecast a few decades into
the future based on the rapid pace of innovation.

Author Stanley Schmidt – a physicist, a writer, and the editor of Analog: Science Fiction and Fact – explores
these and many more amazing yet probable scenarios in this fascinating guide to the near future. He shows
how past convergences have led to today’s world, then considers tomorrow’s main currents in
biotechnology, cognitive science, information technology, and nanotechnology. Looking even further
downstream he foresees both exciting and potentially dangerous developments:

Longer, healthier lives
Cheap, generally available food, energy, and technology
Reduced pollution and environmental stress
Economic disruption during transitional periods
Excessive power in too few hands
Increased vulnerability from overdependence on technology.

Schmidt notes that even a routine technology such as the CAT scan is the result of three wholly separate
innovations started many decades ago which recently converged: the X-ray, the computer, and advances in
medicine. On a more ominous note, he also observes that the 9/11 terrorist attack on the World Trade Center
was made possible by the malicious convergence of two separate trends in modern engineering and
technology: the concentration of people in high rises within cities and the success of the passenger airline
industry.

The message is clear: the choices we make now will converge to create a near and distant future that will be
almost unbelievably wonderful or unimaginably catastrophic, or both. This knowledgeable, fascinating
glimpse into the future is a must read for everyone interested in technology, upcoming innovations in
business, science fiction, and the future.
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From reader reviews:

Douglas Barlow:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know which one you should start with. This The Coming Convergence: Surprising
Ways Diverse Technologies Interact to Shape Our World and Change the Future is our recommendation to
make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Bruce Benedict:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this The Coming Convergence: Surprising Ways
Diverse Technologies Interact to Shape Our World and Change the Future book written by well-known
writer whose to say well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who also read the book.
Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your
own hunger then you still hesitation The Coming Convergence: Surprising Ways Diverse Technologies
Interact to Shape Our World and Change the Future as good book not simply by the cover but also from the
content. This is one e-book that can break don't ascertain book by its handle, so do you still needing another
sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you
have to listening to another sixth sense.

Olivia Clinard:

Is it a person who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Coming Convergence: Surprising Ways
Diverse Technologies Interact to Shape Our World and Change the Future can be the response, oh how
comes? A fresh book you know. You are so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this fresh era
is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Irving Carlin:

With this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you have to
do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. On the list of
books in the top checklist in your reading list will be The Coming Convergence: Surprising Ways Diverse
Technologies Interact to Shape Our World and Change the Future. This book and that is qualified as The
Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking upward and review this
publication you can get many advantages.



Download and Read Online The Coming Convergence: Surprising
Ways Diverse Technologies Interact to Shape Our World and
Change the Future Stanley Schmidt #FXWCKAH02OT



Read The Coming Convergence: Surprising Ways Diverse
Technologies Interact to Shape Our World and Change the Future
by Stanley Schmidt for online ebook

The Coming Convergence: Surprising Ways Diverse Technologies Interact to Shape Our World and Change
the Future by Stanley Schmidt Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap
books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online,
online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read The Coming Convergence:
Surprising Ways Diverse Technologies Interact to Shape Our World and Change the Future by Stanley
Schmidt books to read online.

Online The Coming Convergence: Surprising Ways Diverse Technologies Interact to
Shape Our World and Change the Future by Stanley Schmidt ebook PDF download

The Coming Convergence: Surprising Ways Diverse Technologies Interact to Shape Our World and
Change the Future by Stanley Schmidt Doc

The Coming Convergence: Surprising Ways Diverse Technologies Interact to Shape Our World and Change the Future by
Stanley Schmidt Mobipocket

The Coming Convergence: Surprising Ways Diverse Technologies Interact to Shape Our World and Change the Future by
Stanley Schmidt EPub

The Coming Convergence: Surprising Ways Diverse Technologies Interact to Shape Our World and Change the Future by
Stanley Schmidt Ebook online

The Coming Convergence: Surprising Ways Diverse Technologies Interact to Shape Our World and Change the Future by
Stanley Schmidt Ebook PDF


