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At once the most lucrative, popular, and culturally oppositional musical force in the United States, hip hop
demands the kind of interpretation Imani Perry provides here: criticism engaged with this vibrant musical
form on its own terms. A scholar and a fan, Perry considers the art, politics, and culture of hip hop through
an analysis of song lyrics, the words of the prophets of the hood. Recognizing prevailing characterizations of
hip hop as a transnational musical form, Perry advances a powerful argument that hip hop is first and
foremost black American music. At the same time, she contends that many studies have shortchanged the
aesthetic value of rap by attributing its form and content primarily to socioeconomic factors. Her innovative
analysis revels in the artistry of hip hop, revealing it as an art of innovation, not deprivation.

Perry offers detailed readings of the lyrics of many hip hop artists, including Ice Cube, Public Enemy, De La
Soul, krs-One, OutKast, Sean “Puffy” Combs, Tupac Shakur, Lil’ Kim, Biggie Smalls, Nas, Method Man,
and Lauryn Hill. She focuses on the cultural foundations of the music and on the form and narrative features
of the songs—the call and response, the reliance on the break, the use of metaphor, and the recurring figures
of the trickster and the outlaw. Perry also provides complex considerations of hip hop’s association with
crime, violence, and misogyny. She shows that while its message may be disconcerting, rap often expresses
brilliant insights about existence in a society mired in difficult racial and gender politics. Hip hop, she
suggests, airs a much wider, more troubling range of black experience than was projected during the civil
rights era. It provides a unique public space where the sacred and the profane impulses within African
American culture unite.
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From reader reviews:

Bernard Martin:

Inside other case, little people like to read book Prophets of the Hood: Politics and Poetics in Hip Hop. You
can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important a book
Prophets of the Hood: Politics and Poetics in Hip Hop. You can add knowledge and of course you can
around the world by the book. Absolutely right, since from book you can realize everything! From your
country till foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you may know
that. In this era, we can open a book or even searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You should use
it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's go through.

Salina Juarez:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book
in which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of e-book you read,
if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience happy read one
along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the Prophets of the Hood: Politics and Poetics in
Hip Hop is kind of guide which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Edward Carter:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get large
amount of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity
are you experiencing when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly
unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative within spending your
spare time, the particular book you have read is Prophets of the Hood: Politics and Poetics in Hip Hop.

Charlotte Neville:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find
guide that need more time to be study. Prophets of the Hood: Politics and Poetics in Hip Hop can be your
answer as it can be read by a person who have those short free time problems.
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