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In early modern Europe it has been estimated that up to one in two children did not survive to the age of ten.
In the light of this high mortality rate, some historians have argued that parents did not form close
relationships with their children, especially the very young. Thisis clearly refuted by the testimony of
bereaved parents such as Martin Luther, and by the volume of consolatory writings produced for grieving
familiesin early modern Lutheran Germany. The authors, clergymen and lay people, regarded grief as a deep
wound which required treatment, and they applied the balm of consolation through sermons, tracts and
occasional poetry. This study analyses these writings, focusing particularly on the neglected genre of the
epicedium (funeral poem). It asks how and why poetry was used to counter the affective impact of parental
bereavement, and considers what makes it a suitable vehicle for consolation. The poems, which are analyzed
against the contemporary theological, philosophical, and poetological background, are taken from
Leichenpredigten (printed funeral booklets), as well as from collections by two contrasting poets, Paul
Fleming (1609-40), an unmarried man who wrote to console others, and Margarethe Susanna von Kuntsch
(1651-1717), who lost thirteen of her fourteen children. The study seeks to rehabilitate a neglected genre and
participates in discussions on the sociology of death, L utheran teachings about death and mourning, literary
presentations of mortality and loss, and the depiction of children and parent-child relationsin literature.
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From reader reviews:
Mary Edick:

Book isto be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As you may know
that book is very important for us. The book Poetry and Parental Bereavement in Early Modern Lutheran
Germany (Oxford Modern Languages and Literature Monographs) ended up being making you to know
about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The
publication Poetry and Parental Bereavement in Early Modern Lutheran Germany (Oxford Modern
Languages and Literature Monographs) is not only giving you alot more new information but also to get
your friend when you sense bored. Y ou can spend your current spend time to read your e-book. Try to make
relationship with all the book Poetry and Parental Bereavement in Early Modern Lutheran Germany (Oxford
Modern Languages and Literature Monographs). Y ou never sense lose out for everything in case you read
some books.

Lisa McCann:

Poetry and Parental Bereavement in Early Modern Lutheran Germany (Oxford Modern Languages and
Literature Monographs) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight
away because this publication has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy
to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to
put every word into delight arrangement in writing Poetry and Parental Bereavement in Early Modern
Lutheran Germany (Oxford Modern Languages and Literature Monographs) although doesn't forget the main
position, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one of it. This
great information can certainly drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial pondering.

Karen Martinez:

Areyou kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find book that
need more time to be go through. Poetry and Parental Bereavement in Early Modern Lutheran Germany
(Oxford Modern Languages and Literature Monographs) can be your answer given it can be read by you
actually who have those short extra time problems.

June Ortiz:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you
know that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. Y ou need to understand that
reading is very important as well as book asto be the matter. Book isimportant thing to add you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. Y ou discover good news or update with regards to something by book.
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