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Imagining Transgender is an ethnography of the emergence and institutionalization of transgender as a
category of collective identity and political activism. Embraced by activists in the early 1990s to advocate for
gender-variant people, the category quickly gained momentum in public health, social service, scholarly, and
legislative contexts. Working as a safer-sex activist in Manhattan during the late 1990s, David Valentine
conducted ethnographic research among mostly male-to-female transgender-identified people at drag balls,
support groups, cross-dresser organizations, clinics, bars, and clubs. However, he found that many of those
labeled “transgender” by activists did not know the term or resisted its use. Instead, they self-identified as
“gay,” a category of sexual rather than gendered identity and one rejected in turn by the activists who
claimed these subjects as transgender. Valentine analyzes the reasons for and potential consequences of this
difference, and how social theory is implicated in it.

Valentine argues that “transgender” has been adopted so rapidly in the contemporary United States because it
clarifies a model of gender and sexuality that has been gaining traction within feminism, psychiatry, and
mainstream gay and lesbian politics since the 1970s: a paradigm in which gender and sexuality are distinct
arenas of human experience. This distinction and the identity categories based on it erase the experiences of
some gender-variant people—particularly poor persons of color—who conceive of gender and sexuality in
other terms. While recognizing the important advances transgender has facilitated, Valentine argues that a
broad vision of social justice must include, simultaneously, an attentiveness to the politics of language and a
recognition of how social theoretical models and broader political economies are embedded in the day-to-day
politics of identity.
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From reader reviews:

Seth Sawyer:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important for us. The book Imagining Transgender: An Ethnography of a Category
was making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is rather
advantages for you. The publication Imagining Transgender: An Ethnography of a Category is not only
giving you much more new information but also to get your friend when you really feel bored. You can
spend your spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with all the book Imagining
Transgender: An Ethnography of a Category. You never truly feel lose out for everything if you read some
books.

Lawrence Gregory:

This book untitled Imagining Transgender: An Ethnography of a Category to be one of several books that
will best seller in this year, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit on it. You
will easily to buy this particular book in the book retailer or you can order it by way of online. The publisher
with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, as you can read this book in your
Mobile phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this e-book from your list.

Edmond Pounds:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to share. You
can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon. You
can observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for
you is Imagining Transgender: An Ethnography of a Category this publication consist a lot of the
information on the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how do the world has
grown up. The dialect styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some
analysis when he makes this book. That's why this book ideal all of you.

Wayne Queen:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all
right you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Imagining
Transgender: An Ethnography of a Category which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's observe.
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