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This volume brings together all of the known poetry and a selection of correspondence by an enormously
talented but underappreciated poet of the Harlem Renaissance. Cousin of novelist Dorothy West and friend
of Zora Neale Hurston, Helene Johnson (1905--1995) first gained literary prominence when James Weldon
Johnson and Robert Frost selected three of her poems for prizes in a 1926 competition. During the late 1920s
and early 1930s her poetry appeared in various small magazines, such as the Saturday Evening Quill, Palms,
Opportunity, and Harlem. In 1933 Johnson married, and two years later her last published poem, "Let Me
Sing My Song," appeared in Challenge, the journal West had founded to revive the spirit of the Harlem
Renaissance.

In his well-researched introduction, Verner D. Mitchell reconstructs Johnson's life, the details of which have
long been veiled from public view, and places her in the context of a vital literary tradition. In addition to
discussing her relationship with West, Hurston, and other black women writers, he explores the distinctive, at
times radical, qualities of her work. Ever willing to defy the genteel conventions that governed women's
writing, Johnson wrote poems on erotic themes and engaged the aesthetic, gender, and racial politics of her
time.

Cheryl A. Wall's foreword also celebrates Johnson's talent, particularly the ease with which she moved
among various verse forms -- from the rigor of the sonnet to the improvisational creativity of free black
vernacular. "An unexpected and most welcome gift," This Waiting for Love, Wall writes, is "an enduring
tribute" to "the vibrant poetry of Helene Johnson."
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From reader reviews:

Jesus Thresher:

The book This Waiting for Love: Helene Johnson, Poet of the Harlem Renaissance can give more knowledge
and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the good
thing like a book This Waiting for Love: Helene Johnson, Poet of the Harlem Renaissance? Several of you
have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim this book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely
right. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you can give for each
other; it is possible to share all of these. Book This Waiting for Love: Helene Johnson, Poet of the Harlem
Renaissance has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can
appearance the enormous world by open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Cynthia Campbell:

The actual book This Waiting for Love: Helene Johnson, Poet of the Harlem Renaissance will bring one to
the new experience of reading the book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. When you try to
find new book to see, this book very suited to you. The book This Waiting for Love: Helene Johnson, Poet of
the Harlem Renaissance is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from official
web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Daniel Johnson:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer can be This Waiting for Love: Helene Johnson, Poet of the Harlem
Renaissance why because the fantastic cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint an individual. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Agatha Draper:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. That This Waiting for Love: Helene Johnson, Poet of the Harlem
Renaissance can give you a lot of friends because by you looking at this one book you have issue that they
don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for
you to get success. This guide offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't learn, by knowing
more than other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let us have This Waiting for Love:
Helene Johnson, Poet of the Harlem Renaissance.
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