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In her illuminating and dramatic biography The Stranger and the Statesman, Nina Burleigh reveals a little-
known slice of social and intellectual history in the life and times of the man responsible for the creation of
the United States' principal cultural institution, the Smithsonian.

It was one of the nineteenth century's greatest philanthropic gifts -- and one of its most puzzling mysteries. In
1829, a wealthy English naturalist named James Smithson left his library, mineral collection, and entire
fortune to the "United States of America, to found ... an establishment for the increase & diffusion of
Knowledge among men" -- even though he had never visited the United States or known any Americans. In
this fascinating book, Burleigh pieces together the reclusive benefactor's life, beginning with his origins in
the splendidly dissipated eighteenth-century aristocracy as the Paris-born bastard son of the first Duke of
Northumberland and a wild adventuress who preserved for her son a fortune through gall and determination.

The book follows Smithson through his university years and his passionate study of minerals across the
European continent during the chaos of the French Revolution and the Napoleonic Wars. Detailed are his
imprisonment -- simply for being an Englishman in the wrong place, his experiences in the gambling dens of
France, and his lonely and painstaking scientific pursuits.

After Smithson's death, nineteenth-century American politicians were given the task of securing his half-
million dollars -- the equivalent today of fifty million -- and then trying to determine how to increase and
diffuse knowledge from the muddy, brawling new city of Washington. Burleigh discloses how Smithson's
bequest was nearly lost due to fierce battles among many clashing Americans -- Southern slavers, state's
rights advocates, nation-builders, corrupt frontiersmen, and Anglophobes who argued over whether a gift
from an Englishman should even be accepted. She also reveals the efforts of the unsung heroes, mainly
former president John Quincy Adams, whose tireless efforts finally saw Smithson's curious notion realized in
1846, with a castle housing the United States' first and greatest cultural and scientific establishment.
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From reader reviews:

John Folsom:

The book The Stranger and the Statesman: James Smithson, John Quincy Adams, and the Making of
America's Greatest Museum: The Smithsonian can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a good thing like a book The Stranger and
the Statesman: James Smithson, John Quincy Adams, and the Making of America's Greatest Museum: The
Smithsonian? A number of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim this book can give many
info for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or facts
that you take for that, you could give for each other; you may share all of these. Book The Stranger and the
Statesman: James Smithson, John Quincy Adams, and the Making of America's Greatest Museum: The
Smithsonian has simple shape however you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appearance
the enormous world by wide open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Helen Williams:

This book untitled The Stranger and the Statesman: James Smithson, John Quincy Adams, and the Making
of America's Greatest Museum: The Smithsonian to be one of several books that will best seller in this year,
that is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this
specific book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by means of online. The publisher in this book sells
the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smartphone. So
there is no reason to your account to past this reserve from your list.

Wilma Hogan:

The Stranger and the Statesman: James Smithson, John Quincy Adams, and the Making of America's
Greatest Museum: The Smithsonian can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Most of us
recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that will increase your
knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The article
author giving his/her effort to place every word into joy arrangement in writing The Stranger and the
Statesman: James Smithson, John Quincy Adams, and the Making of America's Greatest Museum: The
Smithsonian yet doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm
resource info that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information could drawn you into new
stage of crucial pondering.

Matthew Russell:

This The Stranger and the Statesman: James Smithson, John Quincy Adams, and the Making of America's
Greatest Museum: The Smithsonian is great e-book for you because the content that is certainly full of
information for you who always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This kind of
book reveal it data accurately using great coordinate word or we can claim no rambling sentences in it. So if



you are read that hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight
forward sentences but tough core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having The Stranger and the
Statesman: James Smithson, John Quincy Adams, and the Making of America's Greatest Museum: The
Smithsonian in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one
particular. We can say that no guide that offer you world with ten or fifteen second right but this book
already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt in which?
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