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Spirits of Just Men tells the story of moonshine in 1930s America, as seen through the remarkable location of
Franklin County, Virginia, a place that many still refer to as the "moonshine capital of the world." Charles D.
Thompson Jr. chronicles the Great Moonshine Conspiracy Trial of 1935, which made national news and
exposed the far-reaching and pervasive tendrils of Appalachia's local moonshine economy. Thompson,
whose ancestors were involved in the area's moonshine trade and trial as well as local law enforcement, uses
the event as a stepping-off point to explore Blue Ridge Mountain culture, economy, and political engagement
in the 1930s. Drawing from extensive oral histories and local archival material, he illustrates how the
moonshine trade was a rational and savvy choice for struggling farmers and community members during the
Great Depression.
 
Local characters come alive through this richly colorful narrative, including the stories of Miss Ora Harrison,
a key witness for the defense and an Episcopalian missionary to the region, and Elder Goode Hash, an
itinerant Primitive Baptist preacher and juror in a related murder trial. Considering the complex interactions
of religion, economics, local history, Appalachian culture, and immigration, Thompson's sensitive analysis
examines the people and processes involved in turning a basic agricultural commodity into such a sought-
after and essentially American spirit.
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From reader reviews:

Carole Clark:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These
are reading whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like studying a book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you will need this Spirits of Just Men: Mountaineers, Liquor Bosses, and Lawmen
in the Moonshine Capital of the World.

Frances Sitz:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book.
Reading a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Spirits of Just Men:
Mountaineers, Liquor Bosses, and Lawmen in the Moonshine Capital of the World book because this book
offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no
doubt in it as you know.

Vanessa Gilliam:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic from the
park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill
your personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try look
for book, may be the e-book untitled Spirits of Just Men: Mountaineers, Liquor Bosses, and Lawmen in the
Moonshine Capital of the World can be good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Lillian Trimmer:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book Spirits of Just Men: Mountaineers, Liquor Bosses, and
Lawmen in the Moonshine Capital of the World was bright colored and of course has pictures on the
website. As we know that book Spirits of Just Men: Mountaineers, Liquor Bosses, and Lawmen in the
Moonshine Capital of the World has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until youngsters. For example
Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of
book are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you and
try to like reading that.
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