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A dazzling variety of Native American dolls--from prehistoric ceramic figures to striking contemporary
creations by Inuit and Pueblo artists--fills the pages of Small Spirits. These miniature forms have played rich
and diverse roles in indigenous cultures from antiquity to the present, serving as toys and learning tools for
children, sacred and magical figurines, props and performers in drama and dance, and, in recent years, items
manufactured for sale. Some dolls today are created as artworks and coveted by collectors.

Stunning full-color images portray the beauty and craftsmanship of the dolls, from the simplest toy made of
sticks and cloth scraps to the exquisitely dressed replica of a woman in her finest regalia. Each offers a
glimpse into a particular cultural world--Navajo, Cree, or Tapirape--and into the mind of an individual
maker. The great variety of form and materials--such as walrus tusk ivory, cornhusks, and beeswax
embellished with the brilliantly colored feathers of tropical birds--reflects the vibrancy and range of Native
American lifeways.

Mary Jane Lenz's insightful, authoritative text offers a lively discussion of the intriguing roles that dolls have
played in Native American cultures and explores their significance today, while carefully chosen historical
photographs bring to life the people who made and used these remarkable creations.
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From reader reviews:

Raymond Levine:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite e-book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled Small Spirits: Native American Dolls from the National Museum of the
American Indian. Try to face the book Small Spirits: Native American Dolls from the National Museum of
the American Indian as your pal. It means that it can to be your friend when you experience alone and beside
that course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you a
lot more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let's make new experience and
knowledge with this book.

Frances Hayes:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading behavior give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of publication you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want sense happy read one
using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The Small Spirits: Native American Dolls from the
National Museum of the American Indian is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unpredictable
experience.

Bradley Bishop:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many ways
to share the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine the story how
the people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you read this Small Spirits:
Native American Dolls from the National Museum of the American Indian, it is possible to tells your family,
friends in addition to soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading
a guide.

Nancy Landry:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This kind of Small Spirits: Native American Dolls from the
National Museum of the American Indian can give you a lot of close friends because by you checking out
this one book you have thing that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This particular
book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that maybe your friend



doesn't learn, by knowing more than various other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let me
have Small Spirits: Native American Dolls from the National Museum of the American Indian.
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