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Lawrence W. Towner was head of one of the country's largest independent research libraries. He was also an
eloquent spokesman for the needs of scholars and institutions in the humanities. While at the Newberry
Library, he built and focused its prestigious collections, pioneered in the preservation of books, and created
major research centers. His efforts established the library as a community of scholars while encouraging its
use by students and the general public.

Towner's essays and talks cover a broad range of topics of continuing relevance to scholarship and the
humanities. His writings gathered in Past Imperfect are concerned with such issues as the role of independent
research libraries and the politics of funding. A section of historical essays on the common people of New
England reveal his concern with neglected fields of history, a theme that guided his career as a librarian.
Spanning the range of his experience and expertise, this volume expresses Towner's coherent vision of the
place of humanities, libraries, and scholarship in American life.

Lawrence W. Towner (1921-92) taught history at M.I.T., the College of William and Mary, and
Northwestern University. In 1962 he was appointed librarian of the Newberry Library and directed the
library for the next twenty-four years.
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From reader reviews:

Tracie Wright:

Past Imperfect: Essays on History, Libraries, and the Humanities (Crime and Justice: A Review of Research)
can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this e-
book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining
but nevertheless delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort that will put every word
into enjoyment arrangement in writing Past Imperfect: Essays on History, Libraries, and the Humanities
(Crime and Justice: A Review of Research) yet doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest in
addition to based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can
drawn you into fresh stage of crucial considering.

Maureen Harris:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we would like. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year seemed to be exactly added. This reserve Past Imperfect: Essays on History, Libraries, and the
Humanities (Crime and Justice: A Review of Research) was filled in relation to science. Spend your spare
time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has different feel
when they reading the book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a
book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you wanted.

Kevin Masterson:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes reading, not
only science book but additionally novel and Past Imperfect: Essays on History, Libraries, and the
Humanities (Crime and Justice: A Review of Research) or others sources were given understanding for you.
After you know how the great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science book was created for
teacher or maybe students especially. Those books are helping them to include their knowledge. In some
other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Past Imperfect: Essays on History, Libraries, and the
Humanities (Crime and Justice: A Review of Research) to make your spare time considerably more colorful.
Many types of book like here.

Cynthia Cisneros:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal or real
their hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that



on this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this Past Imperfect: Essays on History, Libraries, and the Humanities (Crime and Justice: A
Review of Research) can make you feel more interested to read.
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