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Throughout the entire Cold War era, Vietnam served as a grim symbol of the ideological polarity that
permeated international politics. But when the Cold War ended in 1989, Vietnam faced the difficult task of
adjusting to a new world without the benefactors it had come to rely on. In Changing Worlds, David W. P.
Elliott, who has spent the past half century studying modern Vietnam, chronicles the evolution of the
Vietnamese state from the end of the Cold War to the present. When the communist regimes of Eastern
Europe collapsed, so did Vietnam's model for analyzing and engaging with the outside world. Fearing that
committing fully to globalization would lead to the collapse of its own system, the Vietnamese political elite
at first resisted extensive engagement with the larger international community. Over the next decade, though,
China's rapid economic growth and the success of the Asian "tiger economies," along with a complex
realignment of regional and global international relations reshaped Vietnamese leaders' views. In 1995
Vietnam joined the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), its former adversary, and completed
the normalization of relations with the United States. By 2000, Vietnam had "taken the plunge" and opted for
greater participation in the global economic system. Vietnam finally joined the World Trade Organization in
2006.

Elliott contends that Vietnam's political elite ultimately concluded that if the conservatives who opposed
opening up to the outside world had triumphed, Vietnam would have been condemned to a permanent state
of underdevelopment. Partial reform starting in the mid-1980s produced some success, but eventually the
reformers' argument that Vietnam's economic potential could not be fully exploited in a highly competitive
world unless it opted for deep integration into the rapidly globalizing world economy prevailed. Remarkably,
deep integration occurred without Vietnam losing its unique political identity. It remains an authoritarian
state, but offers far more breathing space to its citizens than in the pre-reform era. Far from being absorbed
into a Western-inspired development model, globalization has reinforced Vietnam's distinctive identity rather
than eradicating it. The market economy led to a revival of localism and familism which has challenged the
capacity of the state to impose its preferences and maintain the wartime narrative of monolithic unity.
Although it would be premature to talk of a genuine civil society, today's Vietnam is an increasingly
pluralistic community. Drawing from a vast body of Vietnamese language sources, Changing Worlds is the
definitive account of how this highly vulnerable Communist state remade itself amidst the challenges of the
post-Cold War era.
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From reader reviews:

Marvin Gamez:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV,
or even playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read a new book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent 24 hours
a day to reading a reserve. The book Changing Worlds: Vietnam's Transition from Cold War to
Globalization it is very good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These folks were
enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the actual e-
book. You can m0ore simply to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this
book offers high quality.

David Betancourt:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Changing Worlds: Vietnam's
Transition from Cold War to Globalization, you may enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still
would like to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't
understand it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Eldon Hall:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Changing Worlds: Vietnam's Transition
from Cold War to Globalization guide written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make
book that may be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written within good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still question
Changing Worlds: Vietnam's Transition from Cold War to Globalization as good book not merely by the
cover but also by content. This is one e-book that can break don't assess book by its protect, so do you still
needing a different sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already
told you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Shane Hamilton:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt that when they get
a half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book Changing Worlds: Vietnam's Transition from Cold
War to Globalization to make your reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading ability is developing
when you just like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the
sensation about book and looking at especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to available a book and



examine it. Beside that the guide Changing Worlds: Vietnam's Transition from Cold War to Globalization
can to be your new friend when you're feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of the time.
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