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Although political and legal institutions are essential to any nation's economic development, the forces that
have shaped these institutions are poorly understood. Drawing on rich evidence about the development of the
American states from the mid-nineteenth to the late twentieth century, this book documents the mechanisms
through which geographical and historical conditions--such as climate, access to water transportation, and
early legal systems--impacted political and judicial institutions and economic growth.

The book shows how a state's geography and climate influenced whether elites based their wealth in
agriculture or trade. States with more occupationally diverse elitesin 1860 had greater levels of political
competition in their legislature from 1866 to 2000. The book also examines the effects of early legal systems.
Because of their colonial history, thirteen states had an operational civil-law legal system prior to statehood.
All of these states except Louisianawould later adopt common law. By the late eighteenth century, the two
legal systems differed in their balances of power. In civil-law systems, judiciaries were subordinate to
legidlatures, whereas in common-law systems, the two were more equal. Former civil-law states and
common-law states exhibit persistent differences in the structure of their courts, the retention of judges, and
judicial budgets. Moreover, changes in court structures, retention procedures, and budgets occur under very
different conditionsin civil-law and common-law states.

The Evolution of a Nation illustrates how initial geographical and historical conditions can determine the
evolution of political and legal institutions and long-run growth.
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From reader reviews:
Deb Valdez:

Within other case, little people like to read book The Evolution of a Nation: How Geography and Law
Shaped the American States (The Princeton Economic History of the Western World). Y ou can choose the
best book if you appreciate reading a book. Providing we know about how isimportant some sort of book
The Evolution of a Nation: How Geography and Law Shaped the American States (The Princeton Economic
History of the Western World). Y ou can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by a book.
Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can learn everything! From your country right up until
foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you could know that. In this
era, you can open a book or searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. Y ou should use it when you feel
bored to go to the library. Let's read.

Nathan Osbor ne;

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this The Evolution of a Nation: How
Geography and Law Shaped the American States (The Princeton Economic History of the Western World)
guide written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which might be understand by
anyone who else read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill
only for eliminate your own hunger then you still skepticism The Evolution of a Nation: How Geography
and Law Shaped the American States (The Princeton Economic History of the Western World) as good book
not merely by the cover but also by content. Thisis one reserve that can break don't assess book by its cover,
so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading through
sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Jerry Smith:

Y ou may get this The Evolution of a Nation: How Geography and Law Shaped the American States (The
Princeton Economic History of the Western World) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or
reviewing it may to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this book are
various. Not only through written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the
modern era similar to now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right
now, choose your current ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange
you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

Francisco London:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And
you know that little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. Y ou have to know



that reading is very important in addition to book asto be the factor. Book isimportant thing to add you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. Y ou will find good news or update regarding
something by book. Different categories of books that can you go onto be your object. One of themis
actually The Evolution of a Nation: How Geography and Law Shaped the American States (The Princeton
Economic History of the Western World).
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