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Russia hosted the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation’s (APEC) week-long series of senior-level meetings
in Vladivostok on September 2-9, 2012. The 20th APEC Economic Leaders’ Meeting, the main event for the
week, was held September 8-9, 2012. It was the first time that Russia had hosted the APEC meetings, as well
as the first APEC Economic Leaders’ Meeting at which all the members were also members of the World
Trade Organization (WTO).

U.S. expectations for the 20th APEC Economic Leaders’ Meeting were relatively low for a number of
reasons. First, several of the members’ leaders either did not attend (e.g., President Obama), were effectively
lame ducks (e.g., President Hu Jintao of China), or were facing political uncertainty at home (e.g., Prime
Minister Yoshihiko Noda of Japan), making it difficult for the members to consider major commitments.
Second, in the eyes of U.S. officials involved in the preparations for the meetings, Russia’s lack of
experience and past lack of commitment to APEC weakened the pre-meeting preparations for the Leaders’
Meeting. Third, by holding the Leaders’ Meeting in September (rather than in November, as in previous
years), Russia foreshortened the time to work on various initiatives. Fourth, recent events and initiatives,
including the ongoing Trans-Pacific Partnership trade agreement negotiations, have raised questions within
the Obama Administration about APEC’s role on the promotion of greater economic integration in the Asia-
Pacific region.

Despite the low U.S. expectations, U.S. officials indicate that they think the week-long event in Vladivostok
was relatively productive. Below is a summary of the main results of these meetings, according to senior
officials in the Obama Administration:

• The 21 APEC members agreed to lower their tariffs on 54 categories of environmental goods to no more
than 5% by 2015.

• The APEC members endorsed a model chapter on transparency for reference when negotiating multilateral
or bilateral trade agreements.

• The APEC members agreed to cooperate in developing policies and technology to promote sustainable
agriculture, including encouraging the harmonizing of domestic regulations on food safety.

• An APEC report concluded that its members had improved the ease of doing business by an average of
8.2% between 2009 and 2011, fulfilling nearly a third of APEC’s goal to obtain a 25% improvement by
2015.

• The APEC members agreed to continue to promote technological innovation by developing non-
discriminatory, market-driven innovation policies and fostering greater communication between academia,
businesses, and governments.

U.S. officials are apprehensive, however, about APEC’s prospects for the next two years when first
Indonesia and then China will be the host members.



This report also examines the role of Congress with respect to APEC, including appropriations necessary to
finance APEC’s secretariat and U.S. support of APEC activities.
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From reader reviews:

Douglas Barlow:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the guide entitled The Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC)
Meetings in Vladivostok, Russia: Postscript. Try to stumble through book The Asia-Pacific Economic
Cooperation (APEC) Meetings in Vladivostok, Russia: Postscript as your close friend. It means that it can to
be your friend when you truly feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is
very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know every
thing by the book. So , we should make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Kevin Vargas:

The e-book untitled The Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) Meetings in Vladivostok, Russia:
Postscript is the e-book that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the guide content that
will be shown to you actually. The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something
is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of research when write the book, and so the information that
they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of The Asia-Pacific Economic
Cooperation (APEC) Meetings in Vladivostok, Russia: Postscript from the publisher to make you far more
enjoy free time.

John Smithers:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its handle may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer can be The Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) Meetings in Vladivostok,
Russia: Postscript why because the wonderful cover that make you consider regarding the content will not
disappoint a person. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense
will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Jenna Quintana:

Beside that The Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) Meetings in Vladivostok, Russia: Postscript in
your phone, it may give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and
the knowledge you will got here is fresh from your oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an older
people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have The Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC)
Meetings in Vladivostok, Russia: Postscript because this book offers for you readable information. Do you
sometimes have book but you do not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have
this within your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island.



Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book and read it from now!
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