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NOVALIS: HYMNS TO THE NIGHT

A new edition of Novalis’ Hymns To the Night, and Spiritual Songs, translated by George Macdonald, with
an introduction and notes by Carol Appleby.

Includes the German text.

Novalis (Friedrich von Hardenberg, 1772-1801) is the most mystical of the German Romantic poets. He is at
once the most typical and the most unusual of the German Romantic writers, indeed, of all Romantic poets.
His best known work, Hymns To the Night, was published in 1800.

Novalis is supremely idealistic, far more so than Johann Wolfgang von Goethe or Heinrich Heine. He died
young, which makes him, like Percy Shelley and John Keats, something of a hero (or martyr). He did not
write as much as Shelley, but his work, like that of Keats or Arthur Rimbaud, promised much. For Michael
Hamburger, Novalis’ work is almost totally idealistic:

Novalis’s philosophy, then, is not mystical, but utopian. That is why his imaginative works are almost
wholly lacking in conflict. They are a perpetual idyll.

It’s true, Novalis’ work is supremely idealistic, and utopian. But it is also mystical, because it points towards
the invisible, unseen and unknown, and aims to reach that ecstatic realm (Novalis is the most obviously
mystical of the German Romantic poets, but Hölderlin, Goethe and Heine are no less mystical). Novalis
wrote:

The sense of poetry has much in common with that for mysticism. It is the sense of the peculiar, personal,
unknown, mysterious, for what is to be revealed, the necessary-accidental. It represents the unrepresentable.
It sees the invisible, feels the unfeelable, etc… The sense for poetry has a close relationship with the sense
for augury and the religious sense, with the sense for prophecy in general.

Glyn Hughes remarks of Novalis: ‘The sustaining interest in the reading of Novalis’s works is the sense of
contact with a mind of visionary intensity and total commitment. The poetic achievement is in the
momentary glimpses of ideal reality: what, in other contexts, we should call epiphanies. (61)
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From reader reviews:

Paul Flynn:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider while those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one works to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you obtain
the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Hymns to the Night and Spiritual Songs
(European Poets) as your daily resource information.

Regina Rodgers:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find publication that
need more time to be study. Hymns to the Night and Spiritual Songs (European Poets) can be your answer
mainly because it can be read by you actually who have those short time problems.

Mark Spears:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better to share.
You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You will see
that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to you is Hymns
to the Night and Spiritual Songs (European Poets) this e-book consist a lot of the information on the
condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how do the world has grown up. The
words styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some exploration when he
makes this book. That's why this book ideal all of you.

Nicole Williams:

Beside that Hymns to the Night and Spiritual Songs (European Poets) in your phone, it might give you a way
to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh
from your oven so don't be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to
have Hymns to the Night and Spiritual Songs (European Poets) because this book offers to you readable
information. Do you at times have book but you don't get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that won't
happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, such as
treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss it? Find this book and also read it from today!
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