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Widely publicized in mass media worldwide, high-profile tragedies and celebrity scandals—the untimely
deaths of Michael Jackson and Princess Diana, the embarrassing affairs of Tiger Woods and President
Clinton, the 9/11 attacks or the Challenger space shuttle explosion—often provoke nervous laughter and
black humor. If in the past this snarky folklore may have been shared among friends and uttered behind
closed doors, today the Internet's ubiquity and instant interactivity propels such humor across a much more
extensive and digitally mediated discursive space. New media not only let more people "in on the joke," but
they have also become the "go-to" formats for engaging in symbolic interaction, especially in times of
anxiety or emotional suppression, by providing users an expansive forum for humorous, combative, or
intellectual communication, including jokes that cross the line of propriety and good taste.

Moving through engaging case studies of Internet-derived humor about momentous disasters in
recent American popular culture and history, The Last Laugh chronicles how and why new media have
become a predominant means of vernacular expression. Trevor J. Blank argues that computer-mediated
communication has helped to compensate for users sense of physical detachment in the "real" world, while
generating newly meaningful and dynamic opportunities for the creation and dissemination of folklore.
Drawing together recent developments in new media studies with the analytical tools of folklore studies, he
makes a strong case for the significance to contemporary folklore of technologically driven trendsin folk and
mass culture.
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From reader reviews:
Bobbie Flores:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
book has different type. Some peopletruly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They may
be reading whatever they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person
who don't like examining a book? Sometime, man feel need book when they found difficult problem or
maybe exercise. Well, probably you'll have this The Last Laugh: Folk Humor, Celebrity Culture, and Mass-
Mediated Disastersin the Digital Age (Folklore Studiesin a Multicultural World).

L ouise Hacker:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what yours problem? How about your extratime? Or are you busy man or woman? If you don't have
spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They must answer that question
because just their can do in which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, itis
proper. Because start from on pre-school until university need that The Last Laugh: Folk Humor, Celebrity
Culture, and Mass-Mediated Disasters in the Digital Age (Folklore Studiesin a Multicultural World) to read.

Joyce Cassady:

This The Last Laugh: Folk Humor, Celebrity Culture, and Mass-Mediated Disastersin the Digital Age
(Folklore Studiesin a Multicultural World) are generally reliable for you who want to be a successful person,
why. The main reason of this The Last Laugh: Folk Humor, Celebrity Culture, and Mass-Mediated Disasters
in the Digital Age (Folklore Studiesin a Multicultural World) can be one of many great books you must have
will be giving you more than just simple examining food but feed an individual with information that maybe
will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it aimost everywhere and
whenever your conditions at e-book and printed types. Beside that this The Last Laugh: Folk Humor,
Celebrity Culture, and Mass-Mediated Disastersin the Digital Age (Folklore Studiesin a Multicultural
World) giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking
that we know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Janice Wilson:

Why? Because this The Last Laugh: Folk Humor, Celebrity Culture, and Mass-Mediated Disastersin the
Digital Age (Folklore Studiesin aMulticultural World) is an unordinary book that the inside of the book
waiting for you to snap it but latter it will jolt you with the secret thisinside. Reading this book adjacent to it
was fantastic author who have write the book in such amazing way makes the content interior easier to
understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning completely. So, it is good for you because of



not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you alot of
benefits than the other book possess such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking technique.
S0, still want to hesitate having that book? If | were you | will go to the guide store hurriedly.
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