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In this comprehensive history of women's antislavery petitions addressed to Congress, Susan Zaeske argues
that by petitioning, women not only contributed significantly to the movement to abolish slavery but also
made important strides toward securing their own rights and transforming their own political identity.

By analyzing the language of women's antislavery petitions, speeches calling women to petition,
congressional debates, and public reaction to women's petitions from 1831 to 1865, Zaeske reconstructs and
interprets debates over the meaning of female citizenship. At the beginning of their political campaignin
1835 women tended to disavow the political nature of their petitioning, but by the 1840s they routinely
asserted women's right to make political demands of their representatives. Thisrhetorical change, from a
tone of humility to one of insistence, reflected an ongoing transformation in the political identity of petition
signers, as they came to view themselves not as subjects but as citizens. Having encouraged women's
involvement in national politics, women's antislavery petitioning created an appetite for further political
participation that spurred countless women after the Civil War and during the first decades of the twentieth
century to promote causes such as temperance, anti-lynching laws, and woman suffrage.
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From reader reviews:
Gary Rose:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for usto find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means
that book has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are
really reading whatever they have because their hobby is reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Signatures of Citizenship: Petitioning, Antislavery, and Women's
Political Identity.

Robert Burmeister:

With other case, little folks like to read book Signatures of Citizenship: Petitioning, Antislavery, and
Women's Political Identity. Y ou can choose the best book if you love reading a book. So long as we know
about how isimportant any book Signatures of Citizenship: Petitioning, Antislavery, and Women's Political
Identity. Y ou can add understanding and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right,
mainly because from book you can recognize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or
abroad you will find yourself known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you could know that. In this
era, we can open a book or searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. Y ou need to use it when you feel
weary to go to the library. Let's study.

Cynthia Tso:

Aswe know that book is vital thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
was exactly added. This guide Signatures of Citizenship: Petitioning, Antislavery, and Women's Palitical
Identity wasfilled in relation to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific
disciplines competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading any book. If you know how big
advantage of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a publication. In the modern eralike today, many ways to
get book that you wanted.

Teresa White;

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. Y ou can take knowledge and
information originating from abook. Book iswritten or printed or created from each source which filled
update of news. On this modern eralike at this point, many ways to get information are available for an
individual. From media social just like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book,
book and comic. Y ou can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread
out your book? Or just trying to find the Signatures of Citizenship: Petitioning, Antislavery, and Women's
Political Identity when you essential it?
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