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Using archival materials from all three nations, this first comparative study of French and Italian relations
with the United States during the early Cold War shows that French and Italian ambitions of status, or
prestige, crucially affected the formation of the Western Alliance. While attention to outside appearances had
a long historic tradition for both European nations, the notion was compounded by their humiliation in World
War II and their consequent fear of further demotion. Only by promoting an American hegemony over
Europe could France and Italy aspire respectively to attain continental leadership and equality with the other
great European powers. For its part, Washington carefully calibrated concessions of mere status with the
more substantial issues of international roles.

A recent trend in both U.S. and European historiography of the Cold War has emphasized the role that
America's allies had in shaping the post-World War II international system. Combining diplomatic, strategic,
economic, and cultural insights, and reassessing the main events from post-war reconstruction to the Middle
Eastern crises of the late 1950s, Brogi reaches two major conclusions: that the United States helped the two
allies to recover enough self-esteem to cope with their own decline; and that both the French and the Italian
leaders, with constant pressure from Washington, progressively adapted to a notion of prestige no longer
based solely on nationalism, but also on their capacity to promote, or even master, continental integration.
With this focus on image, Brogi finally suggests a background to today's changing patterns of international
relations, as civilizational values become increasingly important at the expense of more familiar indices of
economic and military power.
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From reader reviews:

Thanh Johnson:

With other case, little individuals like to read book A Question of Self-Esteem: The United States and the
Cold War Choices in France and Italy, 1944-1958. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a
book. Given that we know about how is important a new book A Question of Self-Esteem: The United States
and the Cold War Choices in France and Italy, 1944-1958. You can add information and of course you can
around the world by a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can learn everything! From your
country until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you may
know that. In this era, we could open a book or perhaps searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You
need to use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's read.

Donna Graham:

Book is usually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important point to bring us around the world. Beside
that you can your reading talent was fluently. A publication A Question of Self-Esteem: The United States
and the Cold War Choices in France and Italy, 1944-1958 will make you to always be smarter. You can feel
considerably more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think in which open or
reading some sort of book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they may be thought like that?
Have you in search of best book or suited book with you?

Cinthia Jacobsen:

The actual book A Question of Self-Esteem: The United States and the Cold War Choices in France and
Italy, 1944-1958 has a lot details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help.
The book was written by the very famous author. Tom makes some research previous to write this book.
This book very easy to read you can get the point easily after looking over this book.

April Brooks:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just resting
on the bed? Do you need something new? This A Question of Self-Esteem: The United States and the Cold
War Choices in France and Italy, 1944-1958 can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know.
You are therefore out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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