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Did you know that "taken aback" was adopted from nautical terminology? Or that "having an axe to grind"
originated in astory told by Benjamin Franklin? These and many other idioms are explained and put into
context in the delightful third edition of the Oxford Dictionary of English Idioms.

In this book, John Ayto offers afresh look at the idiomatic phrases and sayings that make English the rich
language that it is. The third edition contains entries for over 6,000 idioms, including 700 entirely new
entries, based on Oxford's language monitoring and the ongoing third edition of the Oxford English
Dictionary. These include a range of recently established idioms such as "the elephant in the corner,
figure,” "step up to the plate,” "awalk in the park,” and "win ugly." Some entries simply define the
expression and offer examples from literature or journalism, but other entries include notes on the origin of
the phrase. Thus we learn that "there's no accounting for tastes' is a direct trandation of a Latin saying, that
"amok" (in the expression "run amok") comes from the Malay word amuk, meaning "in a homicidal frenzy,"
and that "damn with faint praise” comes from Alexander Pope's poem "Epistle to Dr. Arbuthnot." The book
also lists national variants, so that we learn that while in Americathey say "all over the map," in Britain they
say "al over the shop." This edition also features a greatly increased number of cross-references, making it
ideal for quick reference.

Anyone interested in the colorful side of the English language will get hours of fun browsing through this
fascinating and informative volume.
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From reader reviews:
Winnie L ogan:

From the Horse's Mouth: Oxford Dictionary of English Idioms can be one of your beginner books that are
good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that will increase
your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonethel ess delivering the information.
The writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing From the
Horse's Mouth: Oxford Dictionary of English Idioms however doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader
the hottest and also based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can
drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial pondering.

John Pace:

The book untitled From the Horse's Mouth: Oxford Dictionary of English Idioms contain alot of information
on this. The writer explains your girlfriend ideawith easy way. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was compiled
by famous author. The author gives you in the new period of time of literary works. You can easily read this
book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book with anywhere
and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site and
order it. Have a nice examine.

Edna Bar nett:

In this period globalization it isimportant to someone to find information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find alot of sourcesto get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, alot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you is From the Horse's Mouth: Oxford Dictionary of English Idioms this publication
consist alot of the information in the condition of thisworld now. This specific book was represented how
does the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand.
Typically the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Here is why this book suitable all of
you.

Robert Tanaka;

Someindividuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it when
they get a half parts of the book. Y ou can choose the particular book From the Horse's Mouth: Oxford
Dictionary of English Idiomsto make your reading isinteresting. Y our personal skill of reading ability is
developing when you such as reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the
impression about book and reading especially. It isto be very first opinion for you to like to start a book and
examine it. Beside that the guide From the Horse's Mouth: Oxford Dictionary of English Idioms can to be
your new friend when you're sense alone and confuse with what must you're doing of that time.
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