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Passive solar heating and passive cooling—approaches known as natural conditioning—provide comfort
throughout the year by reducing, or eliminating, the need for fossil fuel. Yet while heat from sunlight and
ventilation from breezes is free for the taking, few modern architects or builders really understand the
principles involved.

Now Dan Chiras, author of the popular book The Natural House, brings those principles up to date for a new
generation of solar enthusiasts.

The techniques required to heat and cool a building passively have been used for thousands of years. Early
societies such as the Native American Anasazis and the ancient Greeks perfected designs that effectively
exploited these natural processes. The Greeks considered anyone who didn't use passive solar to heat a home
to be a barbarian!

In the United States, passive solar architecture experienced a major resurgence of interest in the 1970s in
response to crippling oil embargoes. With grand enthusiasm but with scant knowledge (and sometimes little
common sense), architects and builders created a wide variety of solar homes. Some worked pretty well, but
looked more like laboratories than houses. Others performed poorly, overheating in the summer because of
excessive or misplaced windows and skylights, and growing chilly in the colder months because of
insufficient thermal mass and insulation and poor siting.

In The Solar House, Dan Chiras sets the record straight on the vast potential for passive heating and cooling.
Acknowledging the good intentions of misguided solar designers in the past, he highlights certain
egregious—and entirely avoidable—errors. More importantly, Chiras explains in methodical detail how
today's home builders can succeed with solar designs.

Now that energy efficiency measures including higher levels of insulation and multi-layered glazing have
become standard, it is easier than ever before to create a comfortable and affordable passive solar house that
will provide year-round comfort in any climate.

Moreover, since modern building materials and airtight construction methods sometimes result in air-quality
and even toxicity problems, Chiras explains state-of-the-art ventilation and filtering techniques that
complement the ancient solar strategies of thermal mass and daylighting. Chiras also explains the new
diagnostic aids available in printed worksheet or software formats, allowing readers to generate their own
design schemes.
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From reader reviews:

Winston Craig:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled The Solar House: Passive
Heating and Cooling? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time
using your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have various
other opinion?

Ella Jacobs:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title The Solar House:
Passive Heating and Cooling suitable to you? Typically the book was written by renowned writer in this era.
The actual book untitled The Solar House: Passive Heating and Coolingis a single of several books that will
everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this
e-book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know just before. The author explained their thought
in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this reserve. This book will give
you a lots of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world within this book.

Wiley Wagner:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book entitled The
Solar House: Passive Heating and Cooling the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
each aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each and every
word written in a publication then become one application form conclusion and explanation this maybe you
never get just before. The The Solar House: Passive Heating and Cooling giving you one more experience
more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful information for your better life within this era.
So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you
are finished reading it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare
time activity?

Kenneth Matson:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you study a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you
have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, as well as soon. The The
Solar House: Passive Heating and Cooling provide you with new experience in reading through a book.
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