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The traditional view of puritans is that they were killjoys - serious, austere, gloomy people who closed
theatres and abolished Christmas. This book, based on extensive original research, presents a different view.
Focusing on both the writings of the leading Independent divine, Ralph Venning, and also on his pastoral
work in the 1640s and 1650s when he was successively chaplain to the Tower of London and vicar of St
Olave's, Southwark, the book reveals a much neglected strand of puritan theology. This emphasised the
importance of inner happiness and the development of a personal piety which, the author argues, was similar
in its nature to medieval mysticism, not that different from the piety promoted by earlier metaphysical
preachers, and not at all driven by the predestinarian ideas usually associated with puritans, ideas liable to
induce a sense of helplessness and despair. In addition, the book reassesses the role of Emmanuel College,
Cambridge, where Venning was educated, in shaping puritan thought, discusses Max Weber's ideas about
puritanism and capitalism especially in relation to recreation and leisure activities, and demonstrates that
Venning's strand of puritanism favoured toleration, moderation and church unity to a much greater degree
than is usually associated with puritans.
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From reader reviews:

Luis Martin:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important usually. The book Puritanism and the Pursuit of Happiness: The Ministry
and Theology of Ralph Venning, c.1621-1674 had been making you to know about other knowledge and of
course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The guide Puritanism and the Pursuit of
Happiness: The Ministry and Theology of Ralph Venning, c.1621-1674 is not only giving you much more
new information but also to get your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read
your reserve. Try to make relationship while using book Puritanism and the Pursuit of Happiness: The
Ministry and Theology of Ralph Venning, c.1621-1674. You never feel lose out for everything should you
read some books.

Jeffery Fulmer:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading behavior give
you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book
in which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel happy read one
using theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual Puritanism and the Pursuit of Happiness:
The Ministry and Theology of Ralph Venning, c.1621-1674 is kind of e-book which is giving the reader
unpredictable experience.

Frank Hudson:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its handle may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer can be Puritanism and the Pursuit of Happiness: The Ministry and Theology
of Ralph Venning, c.1621-1674 why because the fantastic cover that make you consider in regards to the
content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Lee Erbe:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you personally is Puritanism and the Pursuit of Happiness: The Ministry and Theology of
Ralph Venning, c.1621-1674 this reserve consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world



now. This specific book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer
use for explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some investigation when he makes this book.
This is why this book acceptable all of you.
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