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Operation Primrose tells the story of the capture of U-110 – and with it a working Enigma machine.

One of the biggest secrets of the war, the capture of that one machine turned the tide of the war in British
favour.

The German U-boat attacks were crippling the nation’s ability to survive, and the key to breaking that threat
was in deciphering the German’s naval Enigma code.

Turing and his colleagues at Bletchley Park worked tirelessly to crack the code, and with the working
Enigma machine they finally had their break-through moment.

This book sets the story, and the Enigma cryptographers, in context – at the heart of the Battle of the
Atlantic, when it reached its crescendo in the pursuit of the battleship Bismarck the week after U110 was
taken.

It sets Bletchley Park in its wider context too, at the heart of an intricate and maverick network of naval
intelligence, tracking signals and plotting them to divert convoys around waiting U-boats, involving officers
like James Bond’s future creator, Ian Fleming.

It also sets out the most important context of all, forgotten in so much of the Enigma history: that Britain’s
own naval code had already been cracked, and its signals were being read, thanks to the efforts of Turing’s
opposite number, the German naval cryptographer, Wilhelm Tranow.

An exciting and enthralling true story ‘Operation Primrose’ is an excellently researched piece on the race for
naval supremacy in the Second World War.

David Boyle's work has been widely praised.

‘The tone of the book may be gloomy but there is plenty of entertainment value …’ Anne Ashworth, The
Times

‘Exhilarating’ Daily Mail

‘He tells these stories, on the whole persuasively and with some startling asides.’ New Statesman

‘A book that is engagingly sensitive to the sentiments of what is sometimes called “middle England”’
Dominic Lawson, Sunday Times

David Boyle is a British author and journalist who writes mainly about history and new ideas in economics,
money, business and culture. He lives in Crystal Palace, London. His books include ‘Alan Turing: Unlocking
the Enigma’, ‘Rupert Brooke: England’s Last Patriot’, ‘Peace on Earth: The Christmas Truce of 1914’,
‘Jerusalem: England’s National Anthem’, ‘Unheard Unseen: Warfare in the Dardanelles’, ‘Towards the



Setting Sun: The Race for America’ and ‘The Age to Come’.

Endeavour Press is the UK's leading independent digital publisher. For more information on our titles please
sign up to our newsletter at www.endeavourpress.com. Each week you will receive updates on free and
discounted ebooks. Follow us on Twitter: @EndeavourPress and on Facebook via
http://on.fb.me/1HweQV7. We are always interested in hearing from our readers. Endeavour Press believes
that the future is now.
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From reader reviews:

Frederick Warren:

Why? Because this Operation Primrose: U110, the Bismarck and the Enigma code breakers is an unordinary
book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap that but latter it will distress you with the secret
the item inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who write the book in such wonderful way
makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning
thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it.
This unique book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have such as help improving your ability
and your critical thinking means. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were you I will go to the
publication store hurriedly.

John Buckner:

Operation Primrose: U110, the Bismarck and the Enigma code breakers can be one of your beginner books
that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary which
could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The writer giving his/her effort to place every word into delight arrangement in writing
Operation Primrose: U110, the Bismarck and the Enigma code breakers although doesn't forget the main
position, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource details that maybe you can be certainly one
of it. This great information could drawn you into brand new stage of crucial pondering.

Owen Bourne:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Operation Primrose: U110,
the Bismarck and the Enigma code breakers can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are
therefore out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So
what these guides have than the others?

Willie Alford:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we would like. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This guide Operation Primrose: U110, the Bismarck and the Enigma code
breakers was filled concerning science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific
disciplines competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading the book. If you know how big
benefit from a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like right now, many ways
to get book that you wanted.
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