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The Maoist state’s dominance over Chinese society, achieved through such watersheds as the Great Leap
Forward and the Cultural Revolution, is well known. Maoism at the Grassroots reexamines this period of
transformation and upheaval from a new perspective, one that challenges the standard state-centered view.
Bringing together scholars from China, Europe, North America, and Taiwan, this volume marshals new
research to reveal a stunning diversity of individual viewpoints and local experiences during China’s years of
high socialism.

Focusing on the period from the mid-1950s to 1980, the authors provide insights into the everyday lives of
citizens across social strata, ethnicities, and regions. They explore how ordinary men and women risked
persecution and imprisonment in order to assert personal beliefs and identities. Many displayed a shrewd
knack for negotiating the maze-like power structures of everyday Maoism, appropriating regime ideology in
their daily lives while finding ways to express discontent and challenge the state’s pervasive control.

Heterogeneity, limited pluralism, and tensions between official and popular culture were persistent features
of Maoism at the grassroots. Men had gay relationships in factory dormitories, teenagers penned searing
complaints in diaries, mentally ill individuals cursed Mao, farmers formed secret societies and worshipped
forbidden spirits. These diverse undercurrents were as representative of ordinary people’s lives as the ideals
promulgated in state propaganda.
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From reader reviews:

Sandy Gonsalves:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book Maoism at the Grassroots: Everyday Life in China's Era
of High Socialism. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Given that we know about how
is important the book Maoism at the Grassroots: Everyday Life in China's Era of High Socialism. You can
add knowledge and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, since from book
you can recognize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you can be known. About
simple factor until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can open a book or perhaps searching
by internet system. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's go
through.

Donna Hufnagel:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
in the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first
thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to consider look for book,
may be the e-book untitled Maoism at the Grassroots: Everyday Life in China's Era of High Socialism can be
excellent book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Billy Migliore:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may doesn't work
at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer can be Maoism at the Grassroots: Everyday Life in China's Era of
High Socialism why because the fantastic cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint a person. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th
sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Leticia Bennet:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose typically the book Maoism at the Grassroots:
Everyday Life in China's Era of High Socialism to make your current reading is interesting. Your own
personal skill of reading proficiency is developing when you like reading. Try to choose straightforward
book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the opinion about book and studying especially. It is to be
initially opinion for you to like to wide open a book and study it. Beside that the publication Maoism at the
Grassroots: Everyday Life in China's Era of High Socialism can to be your friend when you're sense alone



and confuse using what must you're doing of their time.
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