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In early November 1834, an aristocratic young couple from Savannah and South Carolina sailed from New
York and began a strange seventeen year odyssey in West Africa. Leighton and Jane Wilson sailed along
what was for them an exotic coastline, visited cities and villages, and sometimes ventured up great rivers and
followed ancient paths. Along the way they encountered not only many diverse landscapes, peoples, and
cultures, but also many individuals on their own odysseys--including Paul Sansay, a former slave from
Savannah; Mworeh Mah, a brilliant Grebo leader, and his beautiful daughter, Mary Clealand, at Cape
Palmas; and King Glass and the wise and humorous Toko in Gabon. Leighton and Jane Wilson had freed
their inherited slaves, and were to become the most influential American missionaries in West Africa during
the first half of the nineteenth century. While Jane established schools, Leighton fought the international
slave trade and the imperialism of colonization. He translated portions of the Bible into Grebo and Mpongwe
and thereby helped to lay the foundation for the emergence of an indigenous African Christianity.

The Wilsons returned to New York because of ill health, but their odyssey was not over. Living in the
booming American metropolis, the Wilsons welcomed into their handsome home visitors from around the
world as they worked for the rapidly expanding Protestant mission movement. As the Civil War approached,
however, they heard the siren voice of their Southern homeland calling from deep within their memories.
They sought to resist its seductions, but the call became more insistent and, finally, irresistible. In spite of
their years of fighting slavery, they gave themselves to a history and a people committed to maintaining
slavery and its deep oppression—both an act of deep love for a place and people, and the desertion of a
moral vision.

A sweeping transatlantic story of good intentions and bitter consequences, By the Rivers of Water reveals
two distant worlds linked by deep faiths.
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From reader reviews:

Phillip Patten:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book By the Rivers of Water: A Nineteenth-Century Atlantic
Odyssey. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important the book By the Rivers of Water: A Nineteenth-Century Atlantic Odyssey. You can add
information and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, simply because from
book you can know everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you may be known.
About simple point until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, you can open a book or searching by
internet system. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's go
through.

David Dugas:

Do you among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This By the Rivers of Water: A Nineteenth-Century Atlantic Odyssey book is readable
by simply you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable
studying experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer
involving By the Rivers of Water: A Nineteenth-Century Atlantic Odyssey content conveys thinking easily
to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different
such as it. So , do you even now thinking By the Rivers of Water: A Nineteenth-Century Atlantic Odyssey is
not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Agnes Shivers:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its include may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside look likes.
Maybe you answer might be By the Rivers of Water: A Nineteenth-Century Atlantic Odyssey why because
the wonderful cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or
content will be fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to
pick up this book.

David Briggs:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but additionally novel and By the Rivers of Water: A
Nineteenth-Century Atlantic Odyssey or maybe others sources were given expertise for you. After you know
how the fantastic a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or
perhaps students especially. Those guides are helping them to increase their knowledge. In other case, beside



science publication, any other book likes By the Rivers of Water: A Nineteenth-Century Atlantic Odyssey to
make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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