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"Slavery and American Economic Development is a small book with a big interpretative punch. It is one of
those rare books about a familiar subject that manages to seem fresh and new." -- Charles B. Dew, Journal of
Interdisciplinary History

"A stunning reinterpretation of southern economic history and what is perhaps the most important book in
the field since Time on the Cross.... I frequently found myself forced to rethink long-held positions." --
Russell R. Menard, Civil War History

Through an analysis of slavery as an economic institution, Gavin Wright presents an innovative look at the
economic divergence between North and South in the antebellum era. He draws a distinction between
slavery as a form of work organization -- the aspect that has dominated historical debates -- and slavery as a
set of property rights. Slave-based commerce remained central to the eighteenth-century rise of the Atlantic
economy, not because slave plantations were superior as a method of organizing production, but because
slaves could be put to work on sugar plantations that could not have attracted free labor on economically
viable terms.

Gavin Wright is William Robertson Coe Professor in American Economic History at Stanford University
and the author of The Political Economy of the Cotton South and Old South, New South: Revolutions in the
Southern Economy since the Civil War, winner of the Frank L. and Harriet C. Owsley Award of the
Southern Historical Association. He has served as president of the Economic History Association and the
Agricultural History Society.
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From reader reviews:

Jean Gaskin:

Inside other case, little people like to read book Slavery and American Economic Development (Walter
Lynwood Fleming Lectures in Southern History). You can choose the best book if you like reading a book.
Providing we know about how is important the book Slavery and American Economic Development (Walter
Lynwood Fleming Lectures in Southern History). You can add information and of course you can around the
world with a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can understand everything! From your
country till foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing it is possible to
know that. In this era, we could open a book or even searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can
use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's go through.

Violet Shook:

Book will be written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book Slavery and American Economic
Development (Walter Lynwood Fleming Lectures in Southern History) will make you to end up being
smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you
think in which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they can be
thought like that? Have you seeking best book or appropriate book with you?

Jeffery Chavis:

Here thing why this particular Slavery and American Economic Development (Walter Lynwood Fleming
Lectures in Southern History) are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading a book is good
nevertheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not.
Slavery and American Economic Development (Walter Lynwood Fleming Lectures in Southern History)
giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no
publication that similar with Slavery and American Economic Development (Walter Lynwood Fleming
Lectures in Southern History). It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your own eyes about the
thing that will happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is possible to bring
everywhere like in area, café, or even in your means home by train. Should you be having difficulties in
bringing the branded book maybe the form of Slavery and American Economic Development (Walter
Lynwood Fleming Lectures in Southern History) in e-book can be your alternative.

Charlotte Neville:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It ok you



can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Slavery and American
Economic Development (Walter Lynwood Fleming Lectures in Southern History) which is having the e-
book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.
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