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America’s first anti–sex trafficking law, the 1910 Mann Act, made it illegal to transport women over state
lines for prostitution “or any other immoral purpose.” It was meant to protect women and girls from being
seduced or sold into sexual slavery. But, as Jessica Pliley illustrates, its enforcement resulted more often in
the policing of women’s sexual behavior, reflecting conservative attitudes toward women’s roles at home
and their movements in public. By citing its mandate to halt illicit sexuality, the fledgling Bureau of
Investigation gained entry not only into brothels but also into private bedrooms and justified its own
expansion.

Policing Sexuality links the crusade against sex trafficking to the rapid growth of the Bureau from a few
dozen agents at the time of the Mann Act into a formidable law enforcement organization that cooperated
with state and municipal authorities across the nation. In pursuit of offenders, the Bureau often intervened in
domestic squabbles on behalf of men intent on monitoring their wives and daughters. Working prostitutes
were imprisoned at dramatically increased rates, while their male clients were seldom prosecuted.

In upholding the Mann Act, the FBI reinforced sexually conservative views of the chaste woman and the
respectable husband and father. It built its national power and prestige by expanding its legal authority to
police Americans’ sexuality and by marginalizing the very women it was charged to protect.
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From reader reviews:

Joe Hessler:

Now a day people that Living in the era just where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each details they get. How people have to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Policing Sexuality: The Mann Act and the
Making of the FBI book because this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the data in this
book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Arlie Carrillo:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you
a lot of new data. When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a
number of ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make you
actually more imaginative. When you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to
definitely imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other
folks. When you read this Policing Sexuality: The Mann Act and the Making of the FBI, you can tells your
family, friends in addition to soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them
reading a book.

Joe Dix:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Policing Sexuality: The Mann Act and the
Making of the FBI can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are so out of date,
spending your extra time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
publications have than the others?

Jacqueline Kellett:

You can find this Policing Sexuality: The Mann Act and the Making of the FBI by visit the bookstore or
Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for the
knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by means of written or printed but can you enjoy this
book simply by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching
what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your publication. It is
most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose suitable ways
for you.
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