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This study of perception and misperception in foreign policy was a landmark in the application of cognitive
psychology to political decision making. The New York Times called it, in an article published nearly ten
years after the book's appearance, "the seminal statement of principles underlying political psychology."

The perspective established by Jervis remains an important counterpoint to structural explanations of
international politics, and from it has developed a large literature on the psychology of leaders and the
problems of decision making under conditions of incomplete information, stress, and cognitive bias.

Jervis begins by describing the process of perception (for example, how decision makers learn from history)
and then explores common forms of misperception (such as overestimating one's influence). Finally, he tests
his ideas through a number of important events in international relations from nineteenth- and twentieth-
century European history.

In a contemporary application of Jervis's ideas, some argue that Saddam Hussein invaded Kuwait in 1990 in
part because he misread the signals of American leaders with regard to the independence of Kuwait. Also,
leaders of the United States and Iraq in the run-up to the most recent Gulf War might have been operating
under cognitive biases that made them value certain kinds of information more than others, whether or not
the information was true. Jervis proved that, once a leader believed something, that perception would
influence the way the leader perceived all other relevant information.
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From reader reviews:

Luke Palmieri:

The actual book Perception and Misperception in International Politics (Center for International Affairs,
Harvard University) will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading any book. The author style to
elucidate the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to read, this book very suitable to you.
The book Perception and Misperception in International Politics (Center for International Affairs, Harvard
University) is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from your official web
site, so you can quicker to read the book.

William Grant:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they will get
wide range of stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will
say absolutely of course. People is human not really a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity
do you possess when the spare time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the actual book you
have read is Perception and Misperception in International Politics (Center for International Affairs, Harvard
University).

Robert Journey:

Beside this specific Perception and Misperception in International Politics (Center for International Affairs,
Harvard University) in your phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The
information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh in the oven so don't become worry if you feel like
an aged people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Perception and Misperception in
International Politics (Center for International Affairs, Harvard University) because this book offers for your
requirements readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you rarely get what it's all about. Oh
come on, that would not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be
questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book along with
read it from at this point!

Ronald Folk:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose typically the book Perception and Misperception in
International Politics (Center for International Affairs, Harvard University) to make your own personal
reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading skill is developing when you just like reading. Try to
choose easy book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the feeling about book and reading especially. It
is to be initial opinion for you to like to open a book and study it. Beside that the reserve Perception and
Misperception in International Politics (Center for International Affairs, Harvard University) can to be your



brand-new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of these time.
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