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The Drowned Muse is a study of the extraordinary destiny, in the history of European culture, of an object
which could seem, at first glance, quite ordinary in the history of European culture. It tells the story of a
mask, the cast of a young girl's face entitled "L'Inconnue de la Seine" (the Unknown Woman of the Seine),
and its subsequent metamorphoses as a cultural figure. Legend has it that the "Inconnue" drowned herself in
Paris at the end of the nineteenth century. The forensic scientist tending to her unidentified corpse at the
Paris Morgue was supposedly so struck by her allure that he captured in plaster the contours of her face. This
unknown girl, also called "The Mona Lisa of Suicide," has since become the object of an obsessive interest
that started in the late 1890s, reached its peak in the 1930s, and continues to reverberate today.

Aby Warburg defines art history as "a ghost story for grown-ups." This study is simlarly "a ghost story for
grown-ups," narrating the aura of a cultural object that crosses temporal, geographical, and linguistic
frontiers. It views the "Inconnue" as a symptomatic expression of a modern world haunted by the earlier
modernity of the nineteenth century. It also investigates how the mask's metamorphoses reflect major shifts
in the cultural history of the last two centuries, approaching the "Iconnue" as an entry point to understand a
phenomenon characteristic of 20th- and 21st-century modernity: the translatability of media. Doing so, this
study mobilizes discourses surrounding the "Inconnue," casting them as points of negotiation through which
we may consider the modern age.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Torres:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who don't
like reading a book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem as well as exercise.
Well, probably you'll have this The Drowned Muse: Casting the Unknown Woman Across the Tides of
Modernity (Oxford Modern Languages and Literature Monographs).

Jean Gaskin:

The experience that you get from The Drowned Muse: Casting the Unknown Woman Across the Tides of
Modernity (Oxford Modern Languages and Literature Monographs) is the more deep you looking the
information that hide inside the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to comprehend but The Drowned Muse: Casting the Unknown Woman Across the Tides of
Modernity (Oxford Modern Languages and Literature Monographs) giving you excitement feeling of
reading. The copy writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood simply by anyone who
read the item because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your
own personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We recommend you for having this particular The Drowned Muse: Casting the
Unknown Woman Across the Tides of Modernity (Oxford Modern Languages and Literature Monographs)
instantly.

Alexander Taylor:

This book untitled The Drowned Muse: Casting the Unknown Woman Across the Tides of Modernity
(Oxford Modern Languages and Literature Monographs) to be one of several books which best seller in this
year, here is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to
buy this specific book in the book store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher in this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read this book in your
Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you to past this e-book from your list.

Jessica Harris:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get lot of stress
from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely indeed.
People is human not really a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are you experiencing when
the spare time coming to you of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book you have read is



definitely The Drowned Muse: Casting the Unknown Woman Across the Tides of Modernity (Oxford
Modern Languages and Literature Monographs).
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