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Millions of Soviet soldiers died in the "war of annihilation" against Nazi Germany but millions more
returned to Stalin's state after victory. Mark Edele traces the veterans' story from the early post-war years
through to the end of the Soviet Union in 1991. He describes in detail the problems they encountered during
demobilization, the dysfunctional bureaucracy they had to deal with once back, and the way their
reintegration into civilian life worked in practice in one of the most devastated countries of Europe. He pays
particular attention to groups with specific problems such as the disabled, former prisoners of war, women
soldiers, and youth.

The study analyses the old soldiers' long struggle for recognition and the eventual emergence of an organized
movement in the years after Stalin's death. The Soviet state at first refused to recognize veterans as a group
worthy of special privileges or as an organization. They were not a group conceived of in Marxist-Leninist
theory, there was suspicion about their political loyalty, and the leadership worried about the costs of
affording a special status to such a large population group. These preconceptions were overcome only after a
long, hard struggle by a popular movement that slowly emerged within the strict confines of the authoritarian
Soviet regime.
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From reader reviews:

Francine Nott:

The book untitled Soviet Veterans of World War II: A Popular Movement in an Authoritarian Society, 1941-
1991 is the e-book that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will
be shown to anyone. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The copy writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, therefore the information
that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Soviet Veterans of
World War II: A Popular Movement in an Authoritarian Society, 1941-1991 from the publisher to make you
more enjoy free time.

Michelle Gilbert:

Precisely why? Because this Soviet Veterans of World War II: A Popular Movement in an Authoritarian
Society, 1941-1991 is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap it but latter it
will distress you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who have
write the book in such wonderful way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining approach
but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you
going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book get such as
help improving your expertise and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hesitate having that book?
If I had been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Cindy Johnson:

Soviet Veterans of World War II: A Popular Movement in an Authoritarian Society, 1941-1991 can be one
of your beginning books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this reserve has good
vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nonetheless delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into delight
arrangement in writing Soviet Veterans of World War II: A Popular Movement in an Authoritarian Society,
1941-1991 although doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm
resource facts that maybe you can be among it. This great information could drawn you into completely new
stage of crucial imagining.

Mildred Olsen:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Soviet Veterans of World War II: A
Popular Movement in an Authoritarian Society, 1941-1991 e-book written by well-known writer who knows
well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who read the book. Written inside good
manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still
hesitation Soviet Veterans of World War II: A Popular Movement in an Authoritarian Society, 1941-1991 as
good book not only by the cover but also from the content. This is one publication that can break don't assess



book by its protect, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your
reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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