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Long before the age of "Big Data" or the rise of today's "self-quantifiers,” American capitalism embraced
"risk"--and proceeded to number our days. Life insurers led the way, devel oping numerical practices for
measuring individuals and groups, predicting their fates, and intervening in their futures. Emanating from the
gilded boardrooms of Lower Manhattan and making their way into drawing rooms and tenement apartments
across the nation, these practices soon came to change the futures they purported to divine.

How Our Days Became Numbered tells a story of corporate culture remaking American culture--a story of
intellectuals and professionalsin and around insurance companies who reimagined Americans' lives through
numbers and taught ordinary Americans to do the same. Making individuals statistical did not happen easily.
Legidative battles raged over the propriety of discriminating by race or of smoothing away the effects of
capitalism's fluctuations on individuals. Meanwhile, debates within companies set doctors against actuaries
and agents, resulting in elaborate, secretive systems of surveillance and calculation.

Dan Bouk reveals how, in alittle over half a century, insurerslaid the groundwork for the much-quantified,
risk-infused world that we live in today. To understand how the financial world shapes modern bodies, how
risk assessments can perpetuate inequalities of race or sex, and how the quantification and claims of risk on
each of us continue to grow, we must take seriously the history of those who view our lives as a series of
probabilities to be managed.
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From reader reviews:
Sarah Stiles:

What do you about book? It is hot important along? Or just adding material when you need something to
explain what yours problem? How about your extratime? Or are you busy person? If you don't have spare
time to compl ete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extratime? What did you
do? Every person has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question simply because just
their can do that will. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it isright. Because start
from on jardin de infancia until university need this particular How Our Days Became Numbered: Risk and
the Rise of the Statistical Individual to read.

Peter Wright:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for awhile is reading.
That'swhy, by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than other
ishigh. To suit your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific How Our
Days Became Numbered: Risk and the Rise of the Statistical Individual book as beginner and daily reading
guide. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Eileen Williams;

Y ou may spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This How Our Days Became Numbered: Risk
and the Rise of the Statistical Individual is simple to bring you can read it in the playground, in the beach,
train along with soon. If you did not have much space to bring the printed book, you can buy typically the e-
book. It is make you better to read it. Y ou can save often the book in your smart phone. So there are alot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Kristine Toomey:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading areserve. They are directly felt that when
they get a half areas of the book. Y ou can choose the book How Our Days Became Numbered: Risk and the
Rise of the Statistical Individual to make your own personal reading is interesting. Y our personal skill of
reading ability is developing when you like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to learn it
and mingle the impression about book and reading through especially. It isto be very first opinion for you to
like to open up abook and examine it. Beside that the guide How Our Days Became Numbered: Risk and the
Rise of the Statistical Individual can to be your new friend when you're experience alone and confuse using
what must you're doing of thistime.
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