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How are sentences for federal, state, and local crimes determined?
Is this process fairly and justly applied to all concerned?
How have reforms affected the process over the last 25 years?

Offering a comprehensive overview of the sentencing process in the United States, How Do Judges Decide?
The Search for Fairness and Justice in Punishment explores these questions and more. Author Cassia
Spohn first discusses the overall concept of punishment and then analyzes individual aspects of it, including
the sentencing process, the responsibility of the judge, and disparity and discrimination in sentencing. This
Second Edition offers new information on the impact of sentencing reforms, including recent research and
case law, updated statistics in tables and figures, and new boxed highlights.

Key Features

Helps students understand patterns in the wide discretion and latitude given to judges when determining●

penalties within the framework of the U.S. judicial system
Engages the reader with "Focus on an Issue" sections, which analyze key issues such as gender and●

sentencing (Ch.4) and the impact of race on sentencing for drug offenses (Ch.5)
Examines sentencing reforms and their impact, providing students with up-to-date information on how●

punishment is meted out in U.S. courts.
Contains boxed excerpts in each chapter from books and articles, with a variety of case studies on topics●

such as the O.J. Simpson murder trial, judicial surveys, and comparison of sentences in different
jurisdictions by gender
Offers new material on specialty courts and the prosecutor's role in sentencing●

Concludes each chapter with discussion questions●

How Do Judges Decide? is an ideal text for upper-division undergraduate and graduate courses on the
judicial system, criminal law, and law and society.
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From reader reviews:

James Roberts:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not trying How Do Judges Decide?: The
Search for Fairness and Justice in Punishment that give your fun preference will be satisfied by simply
reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world far
better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be said constantly that reading practice only
for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you
who want to start examining as your good habit, you are able to pick How Do Judges Decide?: The Search
for Fairness and Justice in Punishment become your own personal starter.

Arthur Ramires:

The book untitled How Do Judges Decide?: The Search for Fairness and Justice in Punishment contain a lot
of information on it. The writer explains the woman idea with easy way. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read it. The book was compiled by
famous author. The author brings you in the new era of literary works. It is possible to read this book
because you can keep reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book throughout anywhere
and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site along with
order it. Have a nice learn.

Mitchell Peed:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book How Do Judges Decide?: The Search for Fairness and
Justice in Punishment was multi-colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book
How Do Judges Decide?: The Search for Fairness and Justice in Punishment has many kinds or style. Start
from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think you are the
character on there. So , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and
unwind. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading this.

Edith Manning:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or make summary for
some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or real their interest. They just
do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing reading really. Any students
feel that examining is not important, boring along with can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is for
being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know that on this age, many ways to
get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this How Do Judges
Decide?: The Search for Fairness and Justice in Punishment can make you really feel more interested to read.
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