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Four Parts, No Waiting investigates the role that vernacular, barbershop-style close harmony has played in
American musical history, in American life, and in the American imagination. Starting with a discussion of
the first craze for Austrian four-part close harmony in the 1830s, Averill traces the popularity of this musical
form in minstrel shows, black recreational singing, vaudeville, early recordings, and in the barbershop
revival of the 1930s. In his exploration of barbershop, Averill uncovers a rich musical tradition--a hybrid of
black and white cultural forms, practiced by amateurs, and part of a mythologized vision of small-town
American life. Barbershop harmony played a central -- and overlooked -- role in the panorama of American
music. Averill demonstrates that the barbershop revival was part of a depression-era neo-Victorian revival,
spurred on by insecurities of economic and social change. Contemporary barbershop singing turns this
nostalgic vision into lived experience. Arguing that the "old songs" function as repositories of idealized
social memory, Averill reveals ideologies of gender, race, and class. This engagingly-written, often funny
book critiques the nostalgic myths (especially racial myths) that have surrounded the barbershop revival, but
also celebrates the civic-minded, participatory spirit of barbershop harmony. The contents of the CD have
been replaced by a companion website with helpful links, resources, and audio examples.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Thibodeaux:

This Four Parts, No Waiting: A Social History of American Barbershop Quartet (American Musicspheres
Series) book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you
obtain by reading this book is actually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get data which
is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Four Parts, No Waiting: A
Social History of American Barbershop Quartet (American Musicspheres Series) without we realize teach
the one who reading it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Four Parts, No
Waiting: A Social History of American Barbershop Quartet (American Musicspheres Series) can bring any
time you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in the lovely
laptop even mobile phone. This Four Parts, No Waiting: A Social History of American Barbershop Quartet
(American Musicspheres Series) having good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not truly feel
uninterested in reading.

Whitney Martinez:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or info even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress.
Some of you maybe can update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know which you should start with. This Four Parts, No Waiting: A
Social History of American Barbershop Quartet (American Musicspheres Series) is our recommendation to
make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Edward Cottrell:

The publication with title Four Parts, No Waiting: A Social History of American Barbershop Quartet
(American Musicspheres Series) posesses a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of help
after read this book. This specific book exist new understanding the information that exist in this guide
represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement
of the world. That book will bring you within new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book in your
smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Tim Gonzalez:

Beside this Four Parts, No Waiting: A Social History of American Barbershop Quartet (American
Musicspheres Series) in your phone, it might give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or
information. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from the oven so don't be worry if
you feel like an outdated people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Four Parts, No Waiting: A
Social History of American Barbershop Quartet (American Musicspheres Series) because this book offers to
your account readable information. Do you often have book but you don't get what it's exactly about. Oh



come on, that wil happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable,
just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss it? Find this book along with read it from at
this point!
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