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It was a decade of great heroes like Babe Ruth and Charles Lindbergh, and of passive leaders like Warren
Harding and Calvin Coolidge. The exuberant freedom of flappers drinking bathtub gin and dancing the
Charleston did little to counter such powers of oppression as the rapidly rising Ku Klux Klan. Only the
fictional wealth of F. Scott Fitzgerald's Jay Gatsby survived the stock market crash unscathed; by the end of
the decade, the comic adventures of Charlie Chaplin's "little tramp" bore faint resemblance to the grim
realities faced by countless destitute Americans.

Too often, notes historian David Goldberg, the mythic allure of the "Roaring Twenties" has deafened our
ears to the real voices of those who lived through the decade. In Discontented America, he integrates social
and political history to provide a new take on the 1920s?an account deeply rooted in the perspectives of that
time. Goldberg argues that this contentious and fascinating decade should be viewed now as it was viewed
then, as a distinctive postwar period, during which many of the conflicts generated by World War I
continued to reverberate throughout American society.

As America sought to step back from the leadership role it had taken in the Great War, Goldberg explains,
the nation faced internal battles over women's suffrage, prohibition of the sale of "intoxicating beverages,"
the specter of communism, and the declining power of labor unions. Large numbers of African Americans
migrated from the southern states to the north in search of employment and a better life, and at the same
time, there was another heavy wave of newcomers from overseas. These, Goldberg concludes, were the
issues that preoccupied serious Americans, and their concern is reflected in the federal legislation of the
period, from constitutional amendments providing for prohibition and women's suffrage to the National
Origins Act, meant to curtail immigration from nonwestern European countries.

"The 1920s involved a time of confronting (or sometimes, ignoring) profound social problems, fears, and
anxieties that had nagged the national consciousness for decades. David Goldberg very properly calls it a
time of discontent, and in this work he thoroughly probes much of the underside of life that pitted Americans
of differing classes, ethnicity, and religion against one another... As Goldberg notes, the Great Depression
exposed underlying fallacies and weaknesses in the economy and provided the occasion for the great
political and social transformation of the twentieth century. The achievements of the 1920s are long behind
us, but the lessons of unbridled capitalism, intolerance, and the clashes between traditionalism and
modernism very much remain."?from the foreword by Stanley I. Kutler
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From reader reviews:

Linda Pinkerton:

The book Discontented America: The United States in the 1920s (The American Moment) gives you the
sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable considerably more increase.
Book can to get your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with your subject. If you
can make examining a book Discontented America: The United States in the 1920s (The American Moment)
to become your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge
about a number of or all subjects. You could know everything if you like open up and read a publication
Discontented America: The United States in the 1920s (The American Moment). Kinds of book are a lot of.
It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Michael Bradley:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that usually
you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really opposite from
that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Discontented America: The United States in the
1920s (The American Moment), you are able to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still need
to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh
come on its called reading friends.

Susan Chestnut:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this guide. This Discontented America: The United
States in the 1920s (The American Moment) is simple to create you can read it in the playground, in the
beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy
often the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Thus
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Karolyn Kaufman:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Discontented America: The United States in the
1920s (The American Moment) can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of
date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
ebooks have than the others?
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