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This volume presents six alternative approaches to studying second language acquisition – 'alternative' in the
sense that they contrast with and/or complement the cognitivism pervading the field. All six approaches –
sociocultural, complexity theory, conversation-analytic, identity, language socialization, and sociocognitive
– are described according to the same set of six headings, allowing for direct comparison across approaches.

Each chapter is authored by leading advocates for the approach described: James Lantolf for the
sociocultural approach; Diane Larsen-Freeman for the complexity theory approach; Gabriele Kasper and
Johannes Wagner for the conversation-analytic approach; Bonny Norton and Carolyn McKinney for the
identity approach; Patricia Duff and Steven Talmy for the language socialization approach and Dwight
Atkinson for the sociocognitive approach.

Introductory and commentary chapters round out this volume. The editor’s introduction describes the
significance of alternative approaches to SLA studies given its strongly cognitivist orientation. Lourdes
Ortega’s commentary considers the six approaches from an 'enlightened traditional' perspective on SLA
studies – a viewpoint which is cognitivist in orientation but broad enough to give serious and balanced
consideration to alternative approaches.

This volume is essential reading in the field of second language acquisition.
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From reader reviews:

Annette Puente:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These are reading
whatever they get because their hobby will be reading a book. Why not the person who don't like looking at
a book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well,
probably you will need this Alternative Approaches to Second Language Acquisition.

Ruth McGrath:

The reserve with title Alternative Approaches to Second Language Acquisition has lot of information that
you can discover it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This particular book exist new
understanding the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world currently. That is
important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you with new era
of the syndication. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you
want.

Sharon Self:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book,
and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to you is Alternative Approaches to Second Language Acquisition this reserve consist a lot of
the information of the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how can the world
has grown up. The words styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The actual
writer made some investigation when he makes this book. This is why this book suitable all of you.

William Keller:

Book is one of source of information. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen have to have book to know the change information of year in order to year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
By the book Alternative Approaches to Second Language Acquisition we can acquire more advantage. Don't
someone to be creative people? For being creative person must like to read a book. Just choose the best book
that suitable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with this book Alternative
Approaches to Second Language Acquisition. You can more desirable than now.
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