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Though the U.S. Constitution guarantees the free exercise of religion, it does not specify what counts as a
religion. From its founding in the 1830s, Mormonism, a homegrown American faith, drew thousands of
converts but far more critics. In "A Peculiar People", J. Spencer Fluhman offers a comprehensive history of
anti-Mormon thought and the associated passionate debates about religious authenticity in nineteenth-century
America. He argues that understanding anti-Mormonism provides critical insight into the American psyche
because Mormonism became a potent symbol around which ideas about religion and the state took shape.
Fluhman documents how Mormonism was defamed, with attacks often aimed at polygamy, and shows how
the new faith supplied a social enemy for a public agitated by the popular press and wracked with social and
economic instability. Taking the story to the turn of the century, Fluhman demonstrates how Mormonism's
own transformations, the result of both choice and outside force, sapped the strength of the worst anti-
Mormon vitriol, triggering the acceptance of Utah into the Union in 1896 and also paving the way for the
dramatic, yet still grudging, acceptance of Mormonism as an American religion.
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From reader reviews:

Graciela Tubbs:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a go walking, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book entitled "A
Peculiar People": Anti-Mormonism and the Making of Religion in Nineteenth-Century America? Maybe it is
to be best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book,
you can smarter than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have some other opinion?

Larry Jones:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored
faster. And you have time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They have to answer
that question simply because just their can do this. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every
person. Yes, it is right. Because start from on pre-school until university need this specific "A Peculiar
People": Anti-Mormonism and the Making of Religion in Nineteenth-Century America to read.

Gregory Eubanks:

The ability that you get from "A Peculiar People": Anti-Mormonism and the Making of Religion in
Nineteenth-Century America will be the more deep you searching the information that hide inside words the
more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but "A Peculiar
People": Anti-Mormonism and the Making of Religion in Nineteenth-Century America giving you
excitement feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be
understood by means of anyone who read it because the author of this book is well-known enough. This
particular book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go
together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this particular "A
Peculiar People": Anti-Mormonism and the Making of Religion in Nineteenth-Century America instantly.

Wayne Hankinson:

This book untitled "A Peculiar People": Anti-Mormonism and the Making of Religion in Nineteenth-Century
America to be one of several books which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this book
you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book shop or you can
order it via online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this
book, since you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this
book from your list.
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