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Lily white. White knights. The white dove of peace. White lie, white list, white magic. Our language and our
culture are suffused, often subconsciously, with positive images of whiteness. Whiteness is so inextricably
linked with the status quo that few whites, when asked, even identify themselves as such. And yet when
asked what they would have to be paid to live as a black person, whites give figures running into the millions
of dollars per year, suggesting just how valuable whiteness is in American society.

Exploring the social, and specifically legal origins, of white racial identity, Ian F. Haney Lopez here
examines cases in America's past that have been instrumental in forming contemporary conceptions of race,
law, and whiteness. In 1790, Congress limited naturalization to white persons. This racial prerequisite for
citizenship remained in force for over a century and a half, enduring until 1952. In a series of important
cases, including two heard by the United States Supreme Court, judges around the country decided and
defined who was white enough to become American.

White by Law traces the reasoning employed by the courts in their efforts to justify the whiteness of some
and the non- whiteness of others. Did light skin make a Japanese person white? Were Syrians white because
they hailed geographically from the birthplace of Christ? Haney Lopez reveals the criteria that were used,
often arbitrarily, to determine whiteness, and thus citizenship: skin color, facial features, national origin,
language, culture, ancestry, scientific opinion, and, most importantly, popular opinion.

Having defined the social and legal origins of whiteness, White by Law turns its attention to white identity
today and concludes by calling upon whites to acknowledge and renounce their privileged racial identity.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Dunlap:

The book White by Law: The Legal Construction of Race (Critical America) can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the great thing like a
book White by Law: The Legal Construction of Race (Critical America)? A number of you have a different
opinion about guide. But one aim that will book can give many info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right
now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you may give for each
other; you are able to share all of these. Book White by Law: The Legal Construction of Race (Critical
America) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can
appearance the enormous world by start and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Sarah Fernandez:

This book untitled White by Law: The Legal Construction of Race (Critical America) to be one of several
books in which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit on
it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retailer or you can order it through online. The
publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because you can read
this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this reserve from your
list.

William Coker:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition details. Even you love White by Law: The Legal Construction of Race (Critical
America), you could enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of
hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its identified as
reading friends.

Jennifer Oaks:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you know that
little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to something by book. Many
kinds of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually White by Law: The
Legal Construction of Race (Critical America).
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