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The “searing” (The New Yorker), “must read” (The Philadelphia Inquirer) memoir of “one of the few
genuine heroes of America’s war in Iraq” (Dexter Filkins).

In January 2005 Kirk Johnson, then twenty-four, arrived in Baghdad as USAID’s (US Agency for
International Development) only Arabic-speaking American employee. Despite his opposition to the war,
Johnson felt called to civic duty and wanted to help rebuild Iraq. Working as the USAID’s first
reconstruction coordinator in Fallujah, he traversed the city’s IED-strewn streets, working alongside
idealistic Iraqi translators—young men and women sick of Saddam, filled with Hollywood slang, and
enchanted by the idea of a peaceful, democratic Iraq. It was not to be. As sectarian violence escalated, Iraqis
employed by the US coalition found themselves subject to a campaign of kidnapping, torture, and
assassination.

On his first brief vacation, Johnson, swept into what doctors later described as a “fugue state,” crawled onto
the ledge outside his hotel window and plunged off. He would spend the next year in an abyss of depression,
surgery, and PTSD—crushed by having failed in Iraq. One day, Johnson received an email from an Iraqi
friend, Yaghdan: People are trying to kill me and I need your help. That email launched Johnson’s now
seven-year mission to get help from the US government for Yaghdan and thousands of abandoned Iraqis like
him.

To Be a Friend Is Fatal is Kirk W. Johnson’s “truly incredible” (Ira Glass) portrait of the human rubble of
war and his efforts to redeem a shameful chapter of American history. “It is difficult to imagine a book more
urgent than this” (The Boston Globe).
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From reader reviews:

James Senters:

This To Be a Friend Is Fatal: The Fight to Save the Iraqis America Left Behind tend to be reliable for you
who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The explanation of this To Be a Friend Is Fatal: The Fight
to Save the Iraqis America Left Behind can be one of many great books you must have is actually giving you
more than just simple examining food but feed you actually with information that might be will shock your
earlier knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions
throughout the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this To Be a Friend Is Fatal: The Fight to Save the
Iraqis America Left Behind giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you
tryout of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day task. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Cassie Merritt:

You can obtain this To Be a Friend Is Fatal: The Fight to Save the Iraqis America Left Behind by visit the
bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for the
knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this
book by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching
what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose appropriate
ways for you.

Tony Hill:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but additionally novel and To Be a Friend Is Fatal: The Fight to Save
the Iraqis America Left Behind or even others sources were given information for you. After you know how
the fantastic a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or even
students especially. Those books are helping them to include their knowledge. In different case, beside
science publication, any other book likes To Be a Friend Is Fatal: The Fight to Save the Iraqis America Left
Behind to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Vickie Flores:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of searching from
it. It is named of book To Be a Friend Is Fatal: The Fight to Save the Iraqis America Left Behind. You'll be
able to your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make an
individual happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from
one destination to other place.
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