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This book contains essays on the roles played by women in forming American attitudes about benevolence
and poverty relief. American culture has long had a conflicted relationship with assistance to the poor.
Cotton Mather and John Winthrop were staunch proponents of Christian charity as fundamental to colonial
American society, while transcendentalists harboured deep scepticism towards benevolence in favour of
Emersonian self-reliance and Thoreau's insistence on an ascetic life. Women in the 19th century, as these
essays show, approached issues of benevolence far differently than their male counterparts, consistently
promoting assistance to the impoverished, in both their acts and their writings. These essays address a wide
range of subjects: images of the sentimental seamstress figure in women's fiction; Rebecca Harding Davis's
rewriting of the "industrial" novel; Sarah Orne Jewett's place in the transcendental tradition of scepticism
toward charity, and her subversion of it; the genre of the poorhouse narrative; and the philanthropic work and
writings of Hull House founder Jane Addams. As the editors of "Our Sisters' Keepers" argue, the vulnerable
and marginal positions occupied by many women in the 19th century fostered an empathetic sensitivity in
them to the plight of the poor, and their ability to act and write in advocacy of the impoverished offered a
form of empowerment not otherwise available to them. The result was the reformulation of the concept of
the American individual.
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From reader reviews:

James Edwards:

With other case, little folks like to read book Our Sisters' Keepers: Nineteenth-Century Benevolence
Literature by American Women (Amer Lit Realism & Naturalism). You can choose the best book if you love
reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a new book Our Sisters' Keepers: Nineteenth-
Century Benevolence Literature by American Women (Amer Lit Realism & Naturalism). You can add
understanding and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from
book you can learn everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will be known.
About simple issue until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can open a book or
perhaps searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel fed up to go to the
library. Let's examine.

Douglas Barney:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in comparison with
can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find guide that need more time to
be examine. Our Sisters' Keepers: Nineteenth-Century Benevolence Literature by American Women (Amer
Lit Realism & Naturalism) can be your answer because it can be read by a person who have those short free
time problems.

Mary Diaz:

Beside this particular Our Sisters' Keepers: Nineteenth-Century Benevolence Literature by American
Women (Amer Lit Realism & Naturalism) in your phone, it can give you a way to get more close to the new
knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from your oven so
don't become worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Our
Sisters' Keepers: Nineteenth-Century Benevolence Literature by American Women (Amer Lit Realism &
Naturalism) because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you often have book but you
do not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in your hand. The
Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to
miss that? Find this book in addition to read it from at this point!

Ruth Vigue:

You can get this Our Sisters' Keepers: Nineteenth-Century Benevolence Literature by American Women
(Amer Lit Realism & Naturalism) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it may to be
your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only
simply by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era just like
now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose



your own ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make
your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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