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A scientific and cultural exploration of the pursuit of altered states of consciousness in both humans and
animals

• Contains myriad studies and examples from the author's 20 years of research

• By the foremost authority on the social and psychological effects of drug use

History shows that people have always used intoxicants. In every age, in every part of the world, people have
pursued intoxication with plants, alcohol, and other mind-altering substances. In fact, this behavior has so
much force and persistence that it functions much like our drives for food, sleep, and sex. This "fourth
drive," says psychopharmacologist Ronald K. Siegel, is a natural part of our biology, creating the
irrepressible demand for intoxicating substances.

In Intoxication Siegel draws upon his 20 years of groundbreaking research to provide countless examples of
the intoxication urge in humans, animals, and even insects. The detailed observations of his so-called
psychonauts--study participants trained to explicitly describe their drug experiences--as well as numerous
studies with animals have helped him to identify the behavior patterns induced by different intoxicants.
Presenting his conclusions on the biological as well as cultural reasons for the pursuit of intoxication and
showing that personality and guidance often define the outcome of a drug experience, Siegel offers a broad
understanding of the intoxication phenomenon as well as recommendations for curbing the negative aspects
of drug use in Western culture by designing safe intoxicants.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Corbett:

The book Intoxication: The Universal Drive for Mind-Altering Substances give you a sense of feeling enjoy
for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable much more increase. Book can being your best
friend when you getting strain or having big problem with your subject. If you can make studying a book
Intoxication: The Universal Drive for Mind-Altering Substances for being your habit, you can get much
more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You can
know everything if you like open and read a book Intoxication: The Universal Drive for Mind-Altering
Substances. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how
do you think about this e-book?

Charles Felton:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared
to can satisfy your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find guide that need
more time to be examine. Intoxication: The Universal Drive for Mind-Altering Substances can be your
answer since it can be read by anyone who have those short extra time problems.

Wayne Gaddis:

A lot of guide has printed but it is different. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is identified
as of book Intoxication: The Universal Drive for Mind-Altering Substances. You can include your
knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you happier to
read. It is most significant that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one place to other place.

Joshua Little:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. So you
know that little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by book. Many kinds of
books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these claims Intoxication: The Universal
Drive for Mind-Altering Substances.
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