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NATIONAL BOOK AWARD WINNER • A NEW YORK TIMES NOTABLE BOOK • NAMED ONE
OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY THE WASHINGTON POST

Winner of the Pulitzer Prize for his acclaimed novel about North Korea, The Orphan Master’s Son, Adam
Johnson is one of America’s most provocative and powerful authors. Critics have compared him to Kurt
Vonnegut, David Mitchell, and George Saunders, but Johnson’s new book will only further his reputation as
one of our most original writers. Subtly surreal, darkly comic, both hilarious and heartbreaking, Fortune
Smiles is a major collection of stories that gives voice to the perspectives we don’t often hear, while offering
something rare in fiction: a new way of looking at the world.

In six masterly stories, Johnson delves deep into love and loss, natural disasters, the influence of technology,
and how the political shapes the personal. “Nirvana,” which won the prestigious Sunday Times short story
prize, portrays a programmer whose wife has a rare disease finding solace in a digital simulacrum of the
president of the United States. In “Hurricanes Anonymous”—first included in the Best American Short
Stories anthology—a young man searches for the mother of his son in a Louisiana devastated by Hurricanes
Katrina and Rita. “George Orwell Was a Friend of Mine” follows a former warden of a Stasi prison in East
Germany who vehemently denies his past, even as pieces of it are delivered in packages to his door. And in
the unforgettable title story, Johnson returns to his signature subject, North Korea, depicting two defectors
from Pyongyang who are trying to adapt to their new lives in Seoul, while one cannot forget the woman he
left behind.

Unnerving, riveting, and written with a timeless quality, these stories confirm Johnson as one of America’s
greatest writers and an indispensable guide to our new century.

Praise for Fortune Smiles

“Masterful . . . Each [story] is a miniature demonstration of why his remarkable novel The Orphan Master’s
Son won the 2013 Pulitzer Prize for fiction.”—The Washington Post

“Entrancing.”—O: The Oprah Magazine

“Audacious . . . These six long, fearless stories explore dangerous territories, both personal and
political.”—San Francisco Chronicle

“One of the most original and compelling voices in contemporary American fiction.”—Entertainment
Weekly

“[Johnson] is always perceptive and brave; his lines always sing and strut and sizzle and hush and wash and
blaze over the reader.”—The New York Times Book Review (Editors’ Choice)

“Johnson packs more voice in his stories than most authors do in a novel.”—Esquire



“[Johnson] serves up six sinewy stories that shock and surprise. . . . [They’re] compulsively readable tales
about characters whose lives are largely ignored, undervalued, or simply uncharted.”—Elle

“Remarkable . . . Fortune Smiles is the best short story collection since Tenth of December. . . . Johnson is
one of America’s greatest living writers.”—The Huffington Post

“Johnson’s [stories] will burrow their way into your heart, leaving you shaken but also exhilarated and
enriched. . . . Fortune Smiles [is] worth treasuring.”—USA Today (four stars)
 
“Superb . . . explosive.”—The Wall Street Journal
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Carlson:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how
the figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you read this Fortune
Smiles: Stories, it is possible to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours reserve. Your
knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a publication.

Mildred Miller:

The book untitled Fortune Smiles: Stories is the e-book that recommended to you to read. You can see the
quality of the publication content that will be shown to you. The language that author use to explained their
way of doing something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of investigation when write the
book, to ensure the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also could
possibly get the e-book of Fortune Smiles: Stories from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free
time.

Dixie Love:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is
identified as of book Fortune Smiles: Stories. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without causing the
printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most crucial that,
you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one place to other place.

Buddy Beckstead:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of news.
Within this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
trying to find the Fortune Smiles: Stories when you needed it?
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