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This is the definitive story of how the United States attempted to turn Japan into a democratic and peace-
loving nation by drafting a new constitution for its former enemy—and then pretending that the Japanese had
written it. Based on scores of interviews with participants in the process, as well as exhaustive research in
Japanese and American records, the book explores in vivid detail the thinking and intentions behind the
drafting of the constitution.

Confusion and strife marked planning for the democratization of Japan, first in Washington, then in occupied
Tokyo. Policy makers in the State, War, and Navy departments, the Joint Chiefs, and the White House
contended bitterly over how to devise an “unconditional surrender” that would minimize Allied casualties
while according the victor supreme authority over a soundly defeated Japan. By war’s end, there were still no
firm guidelines on a host of crucial issues, including how the Japanese system of government could be made
acceptably democratic.

The first months of occupation were chaotic, with General MacArthur organizing his staff around loyal
followers and edging out experts sent from Washington. Hampered by a narrow interpretation of the terms of
surrender and wishful thinking about Japanese compliance with American expectations, MacArthur set in
motion a fiasco. Because of a translator’s error, Prince Konoye, three-time Prime Minister of Japan, thought
MacArthur had entrusted him with revising the Japanese constitution and assembled a staff of constitutional
law experts and set to work. However, conservatives in the Japanese cabinet denounced his efforts and
produced their own version, which MacArthur found unacceptable.

MacArthur then secretly instructed his staff, with its very limited knowledge of either Japan or constitutional
law, to draft a new Japanese constitution, which amazingly they did in a week’s time. Expecting approval of
its own draft, the Japanese cabinet was stunned when presented with a completely different American
document. So unrelenting was the pressure exerted by MacArthur’s officers that it was clear to members of
the cabinet they had no choice but to adopt the American draft more or less intact, and publish it as their
own.

Because of the broad range of its meticulous research, the book will be a standard reference not only for
students of Japanese history but also for legal scholars, diplomatic historians, and political scientists.
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From reader reviews:

Danny Chamberland:

The book We, the Japanese People: World War II and the Origins of the Japanese Constitution (2 Volume
Set) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly
why must we leave the great thing like a book We, the Japanese People: World War II and the Origins of the
Japanese Constitution (2 Volume Set)? Some of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that
will book can give many data for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer using your book.
Knowledge or details that you take for that, you could give for each other; you can share all of these. Book
We, the Japanese People: World War II and the Origins of the Japanese Constitution (2 Volume Set) has
simple shape however you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appearance the enormous
world by open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Nadine Taylor:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This We, the Japanese People: World War II
and the Origins of the Japanese Constitution (2 Volume Set) is simple to bring you can read it in the area, in
the beach, train and soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy
often the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone.
Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Anne Braden:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This We, the Japanese People:
World War II and the Origins of the Japanese Constitution (2 Volume Set) can be the answer, oh how
comes? A fresh book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this
brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Rochelle Barrick:

That publication can make you to feel relax. That book We, the Japanese People: World War II and the
Origins of the Japanese Constitution (2 Volume Set) was bright colored and of course has pictures on the
website. As we know that book We, the Japanese People: World War II and the Origins of the Japanese
Constitution (2 Volume Set) has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto
or Private eye Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are
make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you
personally and try to like reading which.
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