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“If I had been present at the Creation,” the thirteenth-century Spanish philosopher-king Alfonso X is said to
have stated, “Many faults in the universe would have been avoided.” Known as El Sabio, “the Wise,”
Alfonso was renowned by friends and enemies alike for his sparkling intellect and extraordinary cultural
achievements. In The Wise King, celebrated historian Simon R. Doubleday traces the story of the king’s life
and times, leading us deep into his emotional world and showing how his intense admiration for Spain’s rich
Islamic culture paved the way for the European Renaissance.

In 1252, when Alfonso replaced his more militaristic father on the throne of Castile and León, the battle to
reconquer Muslim territory on the Iberian Peninsula was raging fiercely. But even as he led his Christian
soldiers onto the battlefield, Alfonso was seduced by the glories of Muslim Spain. His engagement with the
Arabic-speaking culture of the South shaped his pursuit of astronomy, for which he was famed for centuries,
and his profoundly humane vision of the world, which Dante, Petrarch, and later Italian humanists would
inherit. A composer of lyric verses, and patron of works on board games, hunting, and the properties of
stones, Alfonso is best known today for his Cantigas de Santa María (Songs of Holy Mary), which offer a
remarkable window onto his world. His ongoing struggles as a king and as a man were distilled—in art,
music, literature, and architecture—into something sublime that speaks to us powerfully across the centuries.

An intimate biography of the Spanish ruler in whom two cultures converged, The Wise King introduces
readers to a Renaissance man before his time, whose creative energy in the face of personal turmoil and
existential threats to his kingdom would transform the course of Western history.
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From reader reviews:

Catherine Riddle:

This book untitled The Wise King: A Christian Prince, Muslim Spain, and the Birth of the Renaissance to be
one of several books this best seller in this year, that's because when you read this book you can get a lot of
benefit in it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retailer or you can order it by way of
online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you
can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this publication from
your list.

Sylvester Perkins:

The e-book with title The Wise King: A Christian Prince, Muslim Spain, and the Birth of the Renaissance
has lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This book exist
new information the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world today. That
is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you
inside new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read it
anywhere you want.

Hoa Gilkey:

Beside that The Wise King: A Christian Prince, Muslim Spain, and the Birth of the Renaissance in your
phone, it might give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and
the knowledge you will got here is fresh from oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an outdated
people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have The Wise King: A Christian Prince, Muslim Spain, and
the Birth of the Renaissance because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you at
times have book but you seldom get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if
you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring
beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book and read it from currently!

Gloria Lafreniere:

In this particular era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you must
do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the books in
the top checklist in your reading list is definitely The Wise King: A Christian Prince, Muslim Spain, and the
Birth of the Renaissance. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in
getting precious person. By looking upward and review this book you can get many advantages.
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