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Despite the perennial claims of politicians that our courts are coddling hardened criminals, the fact is that
America already sends a higher proportion of its citizens to prison--and for longer terms--than any other
western nation. To quote the Canadian House of Commons's Committee on Justice, "If locking up those who
violate the law contributed to safer societies, then the United States should be the safest country in the
world." Yet despite well-documented and mounting evidence that increased penalties alone cannot reduce
crime, the Reagan and Bush administrations repeatedly lobbied for tougher mandatory sentences and more
prisons. Although black crime rates have been stable for twenty years, the number and percentages of blacks
in jail and prison have skyrocketed since Ronald Reagan took office. The trend continues with President
Clinton, who recently called for "three strikes you're out" legislation dictating mandatory life sentences for
third felony convictions.
In Malign Neglect, Michael Tonry addresses these paradoxes with passion and lucidity. Drawing on a vast
compendium of the latest statistical, legal and social science research, he takes on the explosive issues of
race, crime and punishment. As unconventional as he is committed, Tonry confronts uncomfortable truths
head-on. On the one hand, he is outraged by politicians' talk of Willy Horton and Welfare Queens. The texts
may be crime and welfare, Tonry writes, but the subtext is race. While he recognizes that the disadvantaged
have no license to attack, rape or steal, and that the absolution of disadvantaged offenders would require a
cynical acceptance of the suffering of victims, he argues powerfully that crime control policies can be recast
so that, without diminishing public safety, they do less harm to disadvantaged black Americans. Tonry
presents devastating evidence that our current policies are decimating black communities, and impeding the
movement of disadvantaged black Americans into the social and economic mainstream of modern America.
A blistering attack on worn-out misconceptions about race, poverty, crime and punishment and a fearless
prescription for change, Malign Neglect is an indispensable briefing paper on a topic which goes to the heart
and soul of the nation.
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From reader reviews:

Bruce Jones:

The particular book Malign Neglect: Race, Crime, and Punishment in America has a lot details on it. So
when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was compiled by the very
famous author. This articles author makes some research ahead of write this book. That book very easy to
read you can get the point easily after looking over this book.

Oliver Watts:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get great
deal of stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not only a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity
have you got when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then
do you try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the particular
book you have read is definitely Malign Neglect: Race, Crime, and Punishment in America.

Lola Behrendt:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Malign Neglect: Race, Crime, and
Punishment in America reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which
might be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still dripping wet
every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still skepticism Malign
Neglect: Race, Crime, and Punishment in America as good book not only by the cover but also by the
content. This is one reserve that can break don't judge book by its handle, so do you still needing an
additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you so why you have
to listening to a different sixth sense.

Jamie Harper:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Malign Neglect: Race, Crime,
and Punishment in America can be the response, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are thus out
of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what
these guides have than the others?
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