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The Ottoman-Jewish story has long been told as a romance between Jews and the empire. The prevailing
view is that Ottoman Jews were protected and privileged by imperial policies and in return offered their
unflagging devotion to the imperial government over many centuries. In this book, Julia Phillips Cohen
offers a corrective, arguing that Jewish leaders who promoted this vision were doing so in response to a
series of reforms enacted by the nineteenth-century Ottoman state: the new equality they gained came with a
new set of expectations. Ottoman subjects were suddenly to become imperial citizens, to consider their
neighbors as brothers and their empire as a homeland.

Becoming Ottomans is the first book to tell the story of Jewish political integration into a modern Islamic
empire. It begins with the process set in motion by the imperial state reforms known as the Tanzimat, which
spanned the years 1839-1876 and legally emancipated the non-Muslims of the empire. Four decades later the
situation was difficult to recognize. By the close of the nineteenth century, Ottoman Muslims and Jews alike
regularly referred to Jews as a model community, or millet-as a group whose leaders and members knew how
to serve their state and were deeply engaged in Ottoman politics. The struggles of different Jewish
individuals and groups to define the public face of their communities is underscored in their responses to a
series of important historical events.

Charting the dramatic reversal of Jews in the empire over a half-century, Becoming Ottomans offers new
perspectives for understanding Jewish encounters with modernity and citizenship in a centralizing,
modernizing Islamic state in an imperial, multi-faith landscape.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Martinez:

The guide untitled Becoming Ottomans: Sephardi Jews and Imperial Citizenship in the Modern Era is the e-
book that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to
anyone. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a
lot of study when write the book, and so the information that they share to your account is absolutely
accurate. You also might get the e-book of Becoming Ottomans: Sephardi Jews and Imperial Citizenship in
the Modern Era from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Amber Weitz:

Precisely why? Because this Becoming Ottomans: Sephardi Jews and Imperial Citizenship in the Modern
Era is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap this but latter it will distress
you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who have write the
book in such remarkable way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but
still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you
going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book possess such as
help improving your skill and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to delay having that book? If I
have been you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Jerry Thomas:

Becoming Ottomans: Sephardi Jews and Imperial Citizenship in the Modern Era can be one of your beginner
books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that
could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the
information. The author giving his/her effort to put every word into delight arrangement in writing Becoming
Ottomans: Sephardi Jews and Imperial Citizenship in the Modern Era however doesn't forget the main
position, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource details that maybe you can be among
it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial thinking.

Ricky Dotson:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update
of news. On this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
looking for the Becoming Ottomans: Sephardi Jews and Imperial Citizenship in the Modern Era when you
essential it?
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