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A revealing biography of the influential and controversial cultural titan who embodied an era

The Tastemaker explores the many lives of Carl Van Vechten, the most influential cultural impresario of the
early twentieth century: a patron and dealmaker of the Harlem Renaissance, a photographer who captured the
era's icons, and a novelist who created some of the Jazz Age's most salacious stories. A close confidant of
Langston Hughes, Gertrude Stein, George Gershwin, F. Scott Fitzgerald, and the Knopfs, Van Vechten
frolicked in the 1920s Manhattan demimonde, finding himself in Harlem's jazz clubs, Hell's Kitchen's
speakeasies, and Greenwich Village's underground gay scene. New York City was a hotbed of vice as well as
creativity, and Van Vechten was at the center of it all.
Edward White's biography?the first comprehensive biography of Carl Van Vechten in nearly half a century,
and the first to fully explore Van Vechten's tangled relationship to race and sexuality?depicts a controversial
figure who defined an age. Embodying many of the contradictions of modern America, Van Vechten was a
devoted husband with a coterie of boys by his side, a supporter of difficult art who also loved lowbrow
entertainment, and a promoter of the Harlem Renaissance whose bestselling novel?and especially its
title?infuriated many of the same African-American artists he championed. Van Vechten's defense of what
many Americans considered bad taste?modernist literature, African-American culture, and sexual self-
expression?created a popular appetite for these quintessential elements of American art. The Tastemaker
encompasses its subject's private fears and longings, as well as Manhattan's raucous, taboo-busting social
scene of which he was such a central part. It is a remarkable portrait of a man whose brave journeys across
boundaries of race, sexuality, and taste helped make America fully modern.
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From reader reviews:

Ronald Smith:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they are still students or this for all people in
the world, what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great and also important the book The Tastemaker: Carl Van
Vechten and the Birth of Modern America. All type of book are you able to see on many resources. You can
look for the internet sources or other social media.

Robert Carroll:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill or thinking
skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared to can satisfy
your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find guide that need more time to be go
through. The Tastemaker: Carl Van Vechten and the Birth of Modern America can be your answer given it
can be read by a person who have those short extra time problems.

Patricia Howland:

You can get this The Tastemaker: Carl Van Vechten and the Birth of Modern America by go to the
bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for ones
knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this
book by e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what
your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your publication. It
is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose
appropriate ways for you.

Mary Craine:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And
also you know that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to add you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update concerning something by
book. Different categories of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is The Tastemaker: Carl
Van Vechten and the Birth of Modern America.
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